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Concept Note
Global politics is entering new stage with US-China
tensions growing in Asia-pacific. While US ensures
maximum strategic presence in Asia-pacific China also
openly claim land and waters of east and south east Asia
making it a crisis zone among global power. The recent
visit by Nancy Palosi and heightened tensions between
Washington and Beijing is evidence of the fact that things
will get more bitter in near future. As China is eyeing for
control over Asia-Pacific, Washington considers it a
challenge to its global authority. 

United States' China containment policy is apparently
shrinking space of strategic restrain by both global
powers. Adding to it is one China policy and Beijing’s
claims over south China sea. It is writing on a wall after
covid that world cannot uphold global crisis that too
between two global powers. The US-China rivalry is
putting global peace at stake and global crisis is one step
away. In order to explore China US rivalry in the outskirts
of Asia-Pacific, Islamabad Institute of Conflict Resolution
(IICR) has organized a round table conference titled “US-
China Rivalry at shores of South China Sea” on 18 Aug,
2022.
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I will start by explaining the ill intentions of Nancy’s visit to Taiwan. Her visit was nothing more than
a political stunt. Even, it’s clear that she does not care about harming already politically tainted
China-U.S. ties or putting regional peace at stake. There are concerns that the American
administration or the West purposedly igniting or provoking China, to engage them in the conflict
as there are different opinions on the Ukraine war. Taiwan is a soft target for the Americans, and to
contain growing China. Hence, engaging China in a military activity would serve the American
purpose. 

The hypocrite nature of Washington, its politicians is evident of safeguarding their own interest.
Global peace and development are secondary to them. Even, it would not be wrong to say that
Americans don't care about any conflict or tensions until and unless it bears dare consequences
for America itself. Americans seem to be a supporting hand to Ukraine against Russia, however, it’s
not the situation, as Americans don't care whether Ukraine is being bombarded by the Russians,
or whether Taiwan will face any kind of harsh reaction by China. Americans are good at doing war
politics and strategical stunts, which it is not likely to stop till war is serving the American national
interest. 

However, its equally important for Taiwan to revisit its strategy as blindly following the American
agenda or mindset would result in great loss, moreover, it is to remind Taiwan, that Americans
won’t be losing anything in retaliation, it would be only Taiwan facing the music later like Ukraine.
It is also important to understand that after Afghanistan episode, neither Americans nor the
Europeans will involve in any conflict directly. There will be only a moral support rather than
American boots on Taiwan land against China. Like, Ukraine, what maximum the west can do is
providing funding, investment and weapons to fight against Russian. Taiwan should be mindful of
this. As far as Nancy Pelosi is concerned, she was clearly aware of the fallout, she just wanted to
make a global headline, as she knows Washington's promises or dual responsibilities in global
affairs. 

Moreover, her sneaky visit has   stirred sharp criticism both inside the United States and around the
world. And for sober minds worldwide, the move is merely a political gamble for the scandal
ridden Pelosi herself and for the Democratic Party, whose outlook in the coming midterm
elections does not argue well. So Pelosi is using Taiwan as a bargaining chip for the democratic
party mid-term ways, which is not only immoral, but also likely to generate terrible war risks. The
American media analyze that with her visit to Taiwan, Pelosi intends to turn the tables for
Democrats and deflect popular attention from the scandal of her family. She knows well how she
can cash by China bashing or CPC bashing for political games. Bashing the communist party of
China is a political thirst in the west or in America. Pelosi has been at the forefront of Washington’s
anti China campaign. In 2020, the US House of Representative Pelosi passed a so called bill on
Tibet related issues, a gross interference in China’s internal affairs. In 2021, she picked up the same
old fake again by boycotting the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics. Pelosi has a mindset and she’s very
clear about what she’s doing. She has a history of irritating China by doing such kind of things.
During the recent visit to Taiwan, she rehashed the unfounded human rights and democracy
charges against Beijing. 

As the third highest ranking U.S. government official, she has been bent on finding fault with other
countries while turning a blind eye to the backside of democracy and deteriorating human rights
conditions back in her own country – America, what a ruthless hypocrite she is. The gun violence is
rising in the America, and these Human Rights advocators - the Democrats  or the Republicans do
not care about it.

America’s craving for bloody wars to boost its war economy is the very impetus of last two
decades of asymmetrical conflicts in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria. Also, the world will not forget
2019, when Americans turned up to the disruptive wires activities in Hong Kong supporting illegal
demonstrations and cheer up the anti China protests. In fact, many in Taiwan are well aware of the
western hypocrisy and evil intentions. Recently, the United Daily News Taiwan reported that the
recent poll showed 63% of the Taiwan netizens clearly did not welcome Pelosi to the island. 

China has adopted pre-emptive measures in protest to Pelosi, but still has shown calm wisdom
and restraint. China has the right to take preventive measure’s as per the international law. The
American administration should be very careful of its steps in igniting the eastern region. Messing
with the mastermind of Belt and Road Initiative comprising of 100+ countries that not only pledge
development and prosperity but peace would be tough for America.
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I feel there’s a lack of understanding of what Taiwan issue is. The Taiwan issue is not just about
the One China Policy at all. Because since 1971, since the People’s Republic of China took its
rightful place in the United Nations. And after the repeated declarations and signing of
documents, between China and U.S. and other stakeholders, the issue of One China is settled.
Even now, after the Pelosi visit, U.S. very emphatically repeated that believe in One China
policy, and that Pelosi herself had to say that they adhere to the One China policy. So, it is not
about challenging the One China Policy at all. I think the issue is much deeper, and the issue
lies in history. So, I don’t know how many, there are a few here that I know definitely know the
history of Panama. But there might be others who are unaware of the origins of this issue.
Taiwan from antiquity was a part of China, it’s an integral part of China since centuries ago.
And the island itself was actually established  in rehabilitated and developed by the Chinese
way back in the 17th century. A lot of effort was put into it. And by the late 17th century and
early 18th century, in fact, the the Chinese government of the mainland had established an
administrative unit of Taiwan. And then later, in the, in the 18th century, they actually declared
it as a separate province of China, which was recognized by everyone. But then, as the
Chinese empire began to have some problems, and the attention was diverted elsewhere, we
saw that parts of Taiwan was first colonized by the Spanish and later by the Dutch, and the
people of Taiwan continuously kept waging protests and wars against them till they were
finally evicted. But in the late 18th , and the late 19th , and be early 20th  century, Japan,
because of its imperialism and expansionism in Asia, went and captured Taiwan and they
were there for 50 years. The mainland China twice waged wars to liberate Taiwan, but at that
time, China naturally wasn’t that strong. The Western powers were even at that time
supporting because by a Japanese were there, the U.S. has built its bases in Taiwan. And at
the same time, you have to relate to history that that was the time that the communist
movement in mainland China had started. So it was this fear of,the Communist Party rising
and taking over the mainland that this sort of support for Taiwan started as early as that. But
then the West supported the Chinese in their struggle during World War Two, they were on
the same side. And, of course, they were fighting the Japanese Imperialism and all. They sort
of came together to on the side of the Chinese and so the Chinese has a lot of support. Now
what had happened when China lost the second effort to evict the Japanese, that they had to
sign a treaty with the Japanese giving up their right to Taiwan and to the other islands. But
when, in 1937, when China started reasserting itself against Japan, they declared they tore up
that that treaty and they said that it’s an integral part and we will take it back.

So, when these allies finally got on the World War, they signed an agreement in Cairo. And
there’s a Cairo declaration that actually as a part of the settlement, and every face declares
that Taiwan and all the other islands, which has been taken by Japan and other countries by
force all revert to China, and they’re all integral part of China, and everybody adhere to that.
So, the islands actually went back, including Taiwan under the sovereignty of China. There is
another historical event that is connected to this. It’s from 1921 to 1949, the Communist Party
of China was trying to gain power. And at this time, there were two parties, the Kuomintang
and the Communist Party of China, and they fought together against the imperialism of
Japan and to set up new China. But when finally, they won, differences started between the
Communist Party and the Kuomintang Party. Because the ideologies were different. They
wanted a more democratic and market economy kind of modern China or while the
communists had their own ideology. So under Chiang Kai Shek, then they revolted. And they
formed a government in exile in Nanjing, which was then finally evicted. And it was this huge
massacre in Nanjing, and Chiang Kai Shek and all escaped to Taiwan and declare an
independent government which was immediately then recognized by the Western powers
led by the American and thus emerge the Taiwan issue that kept on sort of brewing till
America decided to reassess its China policy. Because by that time, China, they had realized
that China was coming up with a strong country, because it was illogical to accept Taiwan as
representing China, which was what about 20 million and had hundreds of millions close to 2
billion, so how could they not rethink and it was becoming economically strong as well. And
that is where Pakistan also played a part and, part of a bridge when they brought the U.S. and
China together.

And now, at this time, also, there was an agreement. And they again, reiterated that there was
only One China, and they were three different principles with China put forward which was
agreed. It's all written so there is an agreement, international agreement, but of course,
mostly between China and America, and that is what led to their restoration of the seat in the
UN, reverted to the People’s Republic of China and the international community accepted the
One China principle that there was only one China there is no other China and these other
islands plus Taiwan was an integral part of China. 
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And that one China policy is now not really being challenged by anybody. But over the years, let’s sort of
fast track it to the present age, why has it become so important. It has become so important because of
a very historical sort of statement, or sort of ambition of the Chinese. When the Chinese were the
People’s Republic of China was established to new China, as they call it. Then Chinese had two
ambitions. One was to completely eradicate absolute poverty from China by the 100th anniversary of the
Communist Party of China. And that is why in 2021, six months before, in fact, towards the end of 2020,
they achieved that. So that was one of the centennial goals of China. And the second Centennial goal of
China was the rejuvenation of the Chinese people and rejuvenation of China, of the motherland. And
what is that second centennial ambition? That is the reunification of all the islands and bringing them
back to the motherland. Now, Hong Kong, Macau, and others had come back to them. When Henry
Kissinger in 1971 went to Beijing for his first visit. He asked in his meeting with Mao, how long would you
wait for Taiwan? So, Mao said 100 years if need be? Then later, Margaret Thatcher asked the same
question, since 100 years is a long time, General Mao. And he said 100 years is nothing we will wait 1000
years, because it’s part of us. So, if you look at this history, and look at the tensions, which are now
emerging on the Taiwan issue, then it becomes very clear that it is not China that’s in the room, because
it is deliberate provocation by the West, led by the U.S. to create the tensions in this area. Why because
it’s a very strategically important area. It was in December 1980, just after they had signed an
agreement, they passed a resolution in the Senate and U.S. actually saying that they would establish
linkages and diplomatic relations with Taiwan, and they passed a law which was actually an internal
local law, and they cannot apply it to the international environment, but they did Taiwan Relations Act.
In that they were going to give them arms, ammunition, and financial aid. All the tricks that the
Americans and the West uses to influence the people, human rights and this that the other. And then
when China protested again, there was another agreement, which was the relations became a little
better again, between the U.S. and China. U.S. agreed that the armament given to Taiwan in 1989 to
date, they will not go over that, and they will never be given arms and ammunition. 

Now, if you fast forwarded, then you realize that why has it all of a sudden, sort of imploded and become
a crisis in time. In my humble opinion, it is, because of the speed and the extent of the rise of China, it’s
not because of the rise of China, the rise of China, we’ve been hearing about it for the last 250 years,
Napoleon was talking about the rise of China, Allama Iqbal , talking about the rise of China. So, rise of
China is no big brainer, it had to rise. But it is the speed at which it has risen and the extent to which it
has risen and the strength that it has achieved now, economically, militarily, especially technologically,
especially in aviation, and in telecommunication that has made everybody in the West a little bit
nervous. Because the West was so busy fighting in the Middle East, and Asia and Afghanistan, that they
did not realize how quietly China has developed, it has really come as now they are trying their best to
detract China to involve it into the in these issues. 40 years ago, we were talking of the center of the
economy and the center of politics shifting from the Atlantic to the Pacific, but now it has actually
shifted. And on top of that, the implosion of the Soviet Union. And then India was so comfortably in the
Soviet bloc, and now it is very convenient the in the American Camp, and it is a game. When it was in
the Soviet game, it was against China. After that, also, it is still against China being the western camp.
But the competition in the Pacific and in the Indian Ocean is not about the competition between China
and India. Because for China, India is a piece of cake. They’re not worried about them at all. But the fact
that Americans have now fed up the Indians so much, both militarily, and economically, hence
disrupting the regional balance of power. What do you think, what do the Pakistanis think that’s against
us? No, that’s not against us, we have our own issues with it, we need to have our own strategy parity
with it. That’s a totally different ballgame. But from the western point of view, it’s not against Pakistan
it’s against the China, but Chinese are not worried about that. India is still far behind politically,
economically, militarily, it’s not an issue of concern for the Chinese. But China is an issue of concern for
the for the U.S. 

And that is why it is now trying to bring the tension to encircle China from all sides. If you look at the
map, and details, there are three circles of islands in the South China Sea. There’s the first set of islands,
the second set of islands, and then the third set of islands. So, the first line of islands, that crescent on the
in the south and east, in the South China Sea, actually is China’s red line. They say this is our territory and
you stay out of it, everything else is and that is why you see the emergence of AUKUS and Quad to
contain China, because in their perception, China wants to expand beyond its borders. When the
Australians joined quad, President Xi made a statement, he says “China has never fought a war on
foreign shores, so, we'll wait for you at our shores”. China has actually never expanded. There was a time
when China had almost discovered Australia and the U.S., but they came back because they’re so huge
themselves and have no interest in expanding further. Chinese way of influence is doing economics,
which is a win-win cooperation for everybody for not killing people and not taking other.  So, whether it’s
about human rights issue in Xinjiang, or in Taiwan, or Hong Kong, they're all part of the U.S. policy of
China. In February, the China containment deck, it's the biggest democracy of the world, and they are
dedicating 300 million dollar per year to the media for anti-China propaganda. Rising China with a
speed and vision is causing security problems for the West especially for the Americans.



I would be highlighting the issue through a different lens. I think there are two to three things
which we need to know. First, West did not realize that China is transforming. China is transiting
from a passive, the actor, low profile country towards a high-profile country, pro-active, and
assertive. So, this was the policy since ‘Go Global Policy 1998’. Unfortunately, West was living in the
era of before 290 98 They were thinking they will whatever will do so there will be no response.
They were quoting a different example, from the past when the 1997 year a speaker came to visit
Taiwan at that time. So, China did not give the response the way they're giving right now. But after
that China started to transform. China’s transformation is almost complete under the President Xi
Jinping. President Xi has changed all dynamics of security and International Relations, once he
said to his diplomats, ‘be proactive in global reforming’. Otherwise, earlier they use to hide their
strength and were never proactive. Now, China under the President Xi Jinping, they are taking the
proactive role. It is not just a statement, you can qualify it by different initiatives, you can take the
example of Global Development Initiative, you can take the example of Belt and Road Initiative,
you can take the example of global security initiative. So, everywhere you will feed and you will see
a special place or the proactive policy of China. So, West could not comprehend that part. And they
try to apply the same old tools, which they were doing before the 1998, or they were trying to do
with the other countries. And now China is not ready to take that. 

There was consensus regarding the Pelsoi’s visit, Sun Tzu’s policy would be in the play. But there is
a misinterpreted interpretation of Sun Tzu policy in most part of the word. So, it means no,
countermeasures. There is no bloodshed. But in that policy, it means you cover the space so well,
that your opponent doesn’t have a chance, other than to accept your terms. So, China has started
that process. They did not go for the direct hot war. But they have gone for those strategies, which
will compel the West to go for what China is looking for. For example, as the first step in the
Europe, what is happening right now, we don’t really know very much. I give you one example.
The biggest farmers movement is happening right now in Germany, the most developed country
of the Europe and the biggest economy of the Europe. They are going through this crisis, the
farmers are the roots, they are taking their tractors from different parts of the country towards the
capital, to federal ministry in the center. So, they are also joining the hands with the Netherlands’
farmers. What it tells us, it tells us there was a real challenge of the food security. And if you minus
China, and if China is gone from the list. So, that’s mean the problem will be more severe. So, China
is cognizant of the fact. China is taking measures there, because in the last two or three years,
China is investing in the green production. They are taking the extra measures to ensure their food
security and help the countries who are in dire need of the food shortages, like they’re doing in the
Africa. So, that was a miscalculation on the part of us and the Western countries when they plan
this visit. 

Second, China has learned from the century of humiliation, they did on that why it happened to us.
We were civilization of 1000s of years. And we are among big countries, while we were not able to
fight back. Chinese became very passive at that time. They were not engaged at global level, as
they were of view that ‘we are secure’. But then with swelling global security, they become very
dynamic in this context. 

Third, China’s security paradigm has been changed. China has gone beyond from territorial
sovereignty to the individual security. If we look at individual security come context, we can
understand the Taiwan context. It's not about only the territory, or the land. China has gone way
beyond that, under President Xi Jinping. They have decided, every Chinese life is our interest in the
world, is prime to us. And we will secure it. Forget about the Taiwan. So, China has transformed
and China will not take it. But they will go for their own way. 

Fourth, when we look at Americans and the Chinese understanding on Taiwan principle, they
don’t say the one China policy. Chinese say Taiwan principle, because when you say the principles,
it’s legal in the UN resolution, or other parts China always maintain Taiwan principle. They don't say
the one China policy. China question two things fundamentally from the U.S. When you say one
China policy, in U.S. terminologies. So, how you define the policy. On one hand, you say ‘one China
policy,’ on the other hand, you are coming out with the Taiwan Act, to deal with the people of
Taiwan. So, what is dichotomy? That’s American definition is wrong. Taiwan is a democracy. That’s
mean, fundamentally, U.S. is saying Taiwan is a country. So, when you listen to the Americans, they
will say ‘we adhere to the One China policy that means one China policy plus U.S. relationship with
Taiwan. So, these are the minor fundamentals or minor things, which we need to understand
before we develop into the issue. 
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Let me raise two important points. When we look about this current, what we call a U.S. -
China rivalry at the shores of South China Sea. For the very beginning, I have to submit this
point that the sound of the fires which we are hearing in Ukraine, indirectly affecting us,
maybe in the form of food or XYZ or oil prices’ inflation. But if the fire started in South China
Sea, the probability is that we start smelling the smell of the cannons because of the quad
and China’s linkages - direct linkages with this part of the world where we are sitting today. 

Second important point as Ambassador Naghmana rightly pointed out that the Chinese
have patience to wait 100 years – 1000 years. I would not objective, but there is another
variable which we cannot underestimate, November 2022 is a very decisive month. On 8th
November, there will be a midterm election in the United States. I mean that there are 35
senate seats and 435 house of representative seats. And the Trump populace is kind of a
thing is there, that’s the reason. Speaker Pelosi visited, and exactly twelve [12] days after, five
congressmen led by Senator Markey visited Taiwan. So, why they are frequently visiting
Taiwan?  They are generating something.  On the other side, the Chinese are very much
fixed in themselves. They are fixed because President Xi’s future six years or five years in
power will be decided in the communist meeting in November 2022. So, the populace
variable is not ignorable in this current situation. 

And the third and finally way of looking at this is when we look about the spiraling tension
or rivalry between China and the U.S., there is a conceptual, a rare conflict. It’s not conceived,
it’s evolved – a structural evolution of the conflict. The Western power, which are led by the
American, or the American primacy in the global politics, is based on this conceptualization
of Westphalian model critical and geo-economic Brentwood model, the rise of China is
posing a direct threat. Starting from the 2030, when we look about at the BRI and then the
CPEC etc., this led to a new concept, which we see Indo-Pacific, it is not a geographical, it’s a
geo-strategic construct which is looking not only Indo-Pacific, but it is also looking at China
and Central Asia, all these things linked with it. So, when we start looking this, and especially
the Biden administration today, it is very much practically looking, this is a continuity from
the previous administrations. And if you see quad, concede 2007 reboot in 2017. But summit
level meeting was last year. And in the summit level meeting though they instead use the
term Allies, they use the word ‘Partners’. But at the same time in this partner word, if you
see the way they are evolving this thing and hammering on one point, India and then we
have seen the AUKUS, though India is not in that, but the way this is evolving, it is a real sort
of thing of an alliance. Maybe we have to debate this the era of alliances return, but with a
different you can say with different jargon. So, that is the way how we look about this quad.
And in this context, when we are looking, we have to take into account that since 2017, the
Chinese have also especially in the case of South China Sea, the Chinese have also taken a
very clear stance. If you recall, what kind of the Chinese leader is saying or warning the
world. He said that ‘foreign forces attempting to bully the nation will “get their heads
bashed”, and hailed a “new world” created by its people as the ruling Communist Party
marked the centenary of its founding’. And at the same time, they use the word ‘spill the
blood on the iron wall’. These are the terms which are referring by the Chinese leadership.
They are no more a pacifist; they have a clarity that if you are going to penetrate as we have
prepared for the war. This is the very indication. So, that leads me to four-five factors, which
we have to keep in mind when we are looking about these kinds of things. Of course, when
we look about these determinants, first, the guiding principle for us to understand this
problem is that the world is now once again governed or the great powers policies are
driven by geostrategic philosophies rather than to geo-economics, though the economics is
there in geopolitics, but the lead is with the geostrategic. 
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Second, as I said, this increasing security dilemma between the U.S. and China, every/any move which
either side makes, it creates, you can say fear or some kind of a sort of thing. And their policies are
reflected with the countermeasures which are constituted within the worst-case scenario analysis. 

The third important thing in this case is very important that the Biden administration are taking us to an
edge. Keeping in mind, Ukraine. In Ukraine, yes, United States is the gainer. There’s a neutralisation of
Europe, two other states joint defense budget multiply Europe, which was thinking independently,
economically, that looking towards the BRI; now bringing their economic policies under the Strategic
paradigm, which is not driven by the American led NATO. This is the change a big shift in the European
thinking that geo-strategic is going to guide their future, not geoeconomics, that is a thing which we
have to keep in mind. And that will be go continuously diminishing the chances of peace in the world.
And then, of course, it was already pointed out, there is a dichotomy when we talk about one China
policy. It is very interesting, never go with the Americans, you can say certain statement or a policy
statement, how we define them, literally or academically. They were using for us, major non-NATO ally,
and at the same time, what they were doing with us. 

So, there is a big gap in the American saying, what we call it is the gap in theory and practice. same is
happening with one China policy. They are saying one China, but practically they're building Taiwan
with the submarines, with the providing new kinds of cyber offensive and defensive, the missile defense
batteries.  So, we have to see these things that they are looking at. There is a big interesting thing - the
military industrial complex and congressional nexus in the U.S. or in Washington. There is a bill of 850
billion U.S. dollars defense authorization bill, which will be going to determine the future, 850 billion U.S.
dollars, in which the contractors, media people, and the others have an interest that they need a conflict
of this shores, because they are looking the Japanese and the Taiwanese economies. 

Secretary Antony Blinken in his very important speech on China, which he made I think it on 26 May
2022. If you see that speech, again, and again, he’s retreating, that we are a few steps behind ahead in
computing, artificial in the what you call it, this cyber and unmanned of these technologies, if you step
ahead. But if you see the President Xi's speech, he said in the technological era, we will be going to lead
in 2035. And then in militarily, China Liberation Army's military power will be what you call it 2049. So,
they’re giving 2035 and 2049. And Americans are struggling to compete with that. And this speech is
very much revealing. And he admitted economically, politically, militarily, diplomatically, China is going
to pose a challenge and it’s capable to pose a challenge. So, with these kinds of things, how I can
conclude this understanding, first, big powers make mistakes. And naturally, Americans or the way
Biden Administration is learning from Ukraine, Russia seems bogged in, in a war of attrition, but they fail
to realize. In the Taiwan when they start, its sea-side. And Chinese have already started covering this
military exercise or when the China start flexing its military muscle, is giving a clear indication to
Vietnam to the Philippine, to Brunei and they are small powers that don’t create a mess for us. You are a
claimer in the South China Sea, but they are not including Malaysia. 

Second, the big powers are South Korea, Japan, which can bring. In South Korea it’s very interesting.
There’s a big mistress, on the U.S. I was seeing a report one was in the February and again in the May in
which the south Korean around 70 to 90% variation, they were asking the government, you should go
for your own nuclear weapons. So, it means there is a mistress of this. If this kind of the region has a
mistress, they are thinking Taiwan will be hard for the China to chew. But they have to keep in mind that
if there is a trouble in here in this part of the world, definitely it is going to create a troubled economic
impinge on Japan, South Korea, and all these kinds of supplies with directly hit the United States
economy. But they’re misleading the situation. Because Taiwan lacks that capacity, to become like
Ukraine, because the Western Ukraine has a different kind of thing as they built the Ukraine
nationalism, and that there was a support. But again, if you see the troops are not available. Americans
have to learn a lesson. In the two wars against the Russians, and terrorism, Pakistanis were available as
an ally as it troops. That’s the reason that Afghan War was expanded in the 80s. But the troops are not
available in Ukraine, troops are not available in Taiwan. So, these are the lessons which Americans are
forgetting. But unfortunately, the big powers, they are governed or their policies are influenced by the
military industrial complex, especially state like United States. But unfortunately, there is a more room
for miscalculation due to a populist situation in China, in the United States, November, as I said earlier,
and secondly, American strategic communities misleading about the China in South China Sea. Chinese
have a more shifts than the U.S. according to the Americans own estimates, and the Chinese are better
prepared. So, if that could be of course, escalation of war is not in our interest. But we have to wait and
see how the quad or these things will be further transformed. 



I’ll focus initially on this issue of the one China principle, which has been talked about,
there are two very major documents which are relevant in this regard. One is the
Shanghai communique, which was signed in February 1972, when President Nixon went
to China, and that visit was made possible through Pakistan, Pakistan’s good offices.
Pakistan acted as a bridge, when Dr. Henry Kissinger flew from Chaklala, in a P.I.A.
airplane with a P.I.A. crew on 18th July 1971, on a secret visit to Beijing. And the other one
is the UN General Assembly Resolution of 2758. October 25, 1971, when China was formally
admitted, as a member of the United Nations, and Pakistan under Mr. Agha Shah, he
played a very key role in that development. Both of these documents say that there is
only one China, the People’s Republic of China and Taiwan is a part of China, an integral
part of China. When Dr. Henry Kissinger went to see Chairman Mao and Premier Zhou
Enlai, and this is how the Chinese conveyed their messages with a lot of certainty and
sophistication. Those of you who have been to Beijing must have gone to the Great Hall
of the People. The Great Hall of the People has one conference hall dedicated to each of
the 29 Chinese Provinces, and they received Dr. Kissinger in the Taiwan Hall, to convey
the message that Taiwan is part of China, you have come to China, but this is the
meeting was in Taiwan Hall. So, for China, it is a core interest because it affects the
territorial integrity and their sovereignty. But we have to see the context, which is very
important. And the context is the transformation, which we are seeing. And I think that
President Xi Jinping has rightly referred to what he calls ‘once in a century changes’, such
changes that are taking place. It happens maybe once in a century.  

So, let’s see, the last 100 years, the First World War led to the collapse of the Ottoman
Empire. And the region was split up between the French Imperialists, and the British
Imperialists, and new states emerged. Iraq, Jordan, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, you know, so
they divided up this whole region, and Lebanon, Syria. So, some went to Britain, some
went to France. So, this was a first at the beginning of the 20th century, after World War
II, the British Empire collapsed, and the British Empire handed over to the Americans.
And we saw the emergence of Pakistan and India as independent states and African
states also. So, the American century has begun. The American Century started after
World War II, 1945-46. and Britain was out. I would say that on 15th of August 2021, when
the Americans left Afghanistan, a very humiliating fashion. I would mark the beginning of
the end of the American century on that date. Of course, we are still a very important part
of the country. But one phase has come to an end. And as the Great Allama Iqbal said ‘see
the sun rising in the east’, he had predicted the historic changes that we are witnessing
before our own eyes, the rise of China 90 years ago. And he also said that ‘if there’s peace
in Afghanistan, there’ll be peace in Asia and if there’s conflict in Afghanistan, there’ll be
conflict in Asia’. 

So, the global balance of economic and political power is shifting from the west, to the
east, the U.S. Europe, that’s what we call the West is in decline. And that’s a big reality.
And we have seen the retrenchment of American power in our region. After 9/11, the
Americans spent $6.5 trillion on wars, which are fought in Pakistan, different areas of
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Libya, Somalia. Afghanistan $100 million a day. At the same time,
the Chinese invested $4 trillion in 3000 new projects all over the world. They were busy
investing doing trade. And that is why today, there are 193 members of the United
Nations, 130 members of the UN have more trade with China than they have with U.S. So,
this is a very huge transformation. The peaceful rise of China, and the decline of the
United States or Western influence is a very major change. And I think the Americans are
still trying to come to grips with that. 

I was reading that when President Trump was in office. He made a telephone call to
Former President Carter, by the way, he makes a speech to his church constituents in his
place in Georgia, every Sunday. And he said this was about 2018 or 19. He said I got a call
from President Trump. And President Trump said President Carter, how do we cope with
China? China is going ahead of us. So, he said, ‘Mr. President, I developed relations with
China to the official establishment in the Carter 1979. He said for the last 40 years the U.S.
has been busy fighting wars. And for the last 40 years, China has been at peace
developing their own country. That is the difference. China has not launched a war or
invasion of conquest of any foreign country. It is the only power in the world that will
present peacefully without military aggression or occupation. And that’s quite unique’. 

SENATOR MUSHAHID HUSSAIN SYED



So, when we talk of the China U.S. competition, I was reading a very good report published by
Harvard economist, the “Great Tech Rivalry: China versus the U.S.”. It’s written by a very famous
American Professor Graham Allison. What does it report say? How China is moving forward? You
talk of fortune 500 companies; China has 129, the U.S. has 121. You talk of the top 10 banks; China
has four [4] in the top ten [10], whereas U.S. has two [2] in the top ten [10]. You talk of research and
development. China spends 378 $ billion in that research and development. The US spends $124
billion. 

You talk about STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, which is the basis of
any scientific development twenty first century. China has about 80,000 graduates a year, the
U.S. has 40,000 graduates a year. And according to the great tech rivalry, China has overtaken
the U.S. in high tech manufacturing. In 2021, 1.5 billion cell phones produced by China, 250 million
computers, and 25 million cars. These are American figures. And coming to this present conflict
issues. The Harvard University has done a study of five war game scenarios between the U.S. and
China over Taiwan, just hypothetic. According to Professor Graham Allison, in his podcast, which
came about in March 2022. He said it in all five scenarios the U.S. loses the war to China. This is
what they’re saying. And then we talk about advanced technology.  I followed it very closely. The
China Winter Olympics in February, 80% of the work was done by robots. 

Robotics, Artificial intelligence, Cloud computing, 5G, you name it, China is either at par or
moving ahead. 85% clean energy, Leader oF climate change, President Xi announced no more
investment in coal fired plants. So, this is a very huge transformation. It’s not just China is the
world’s biggest factory. China is the world’s biggest civil engineer. No. It’s innovation. It’s
advanced artificial intelligence or AI. They are moving at a different level altogether. Deng
Xiaoping started this opening up socialism with Chinese characteristics, reforms, and market
economy. The New York Times said that when Deng Xiaoping started on his reforms, because
the Communist Party of China was there, they said, this is an experiment which is bound to fail.
We just have to wait. And we’ll see it failing. The article says 40 years later, we are still waiting.
How can you have Communist Party and having a free market? This is an amazing
transformation. China is strong, rich and powerful. We are very fortunate that China is our
neighbor, and China is a best friend, and we are China’s best friend. We support each other’s core
interests. What are the core interests? We should be very clear, number one, unity, territorial
integrity and sovereignty. The century of humiliation, they have that history, they will not allow
that red line to be crossed from 1840 to 1949. What happened? If you go to Shanghai, they will
show you the museum Shanghai 30s and 40s. They were enclaves, the American enclave, the
British enclave, the German enclave, the French enclave, they had their own court and laws for
the other countries. 

Secondly, the core interest, the role of the Communist Party of China - CPC is paramount. That’s
why Americans attack the Communist Party, they call it CCP. Because, that is the center of
gravity of the Chinese state. And they led the revolution successfully. Then the peaceful rise of
China is core interest, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Xinjiang, Tibet, South China Sea, Belt and Road
initiative, these are all core interests on which they can be no compromise. And we support,
Pakistan is one country which fully supportChina on all their core interests, just as China supports
Pakistan, on all the core interests. And after what Modi did, China is now a de facto party to the
Kashmir dispute also. So, I think that this kind of close relationship is extremely important.
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