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ABOUT IICR 

WHAT WE DO?

Islamabad Institute of Conflict
Resolution – IICR is Islamabad based
independent and nonpartisan research
institute (think-tank) ardent to being a
source of impartial research for the
government officials, scholars, journalists,
young researchers, activists, and
academicians. It deems to work on
regional and global security issues in an
unbiased manner and initiate discourses
on conflict and conflict resolution. 

To strengthen the debate on peaceful
coexistence, geo-political to geo-
economic shift, and to avert the future
crisis, IICR works with governments,
think-tanks, universities, journalists,
field experts, policy makers, and civil
societies.

IICR is on mission to link research and
policy through analysis and youth
training to comprehend the state
policies and global affairs. IICR aims to
conduct in-depth research to propose
sound solutions and policy
recommendations to deal with
humanitarian and security challenges
of Pakistan and the region. 
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Pakistan is facing challenges to its
governance structure which has put
country’s foreign policy, institutions and
socio-political fabric at stake. Currently
country’s governance model is hostage to
current political crisis in Pakistan which has
stalled the progress. Moreover, the
Pakistan’s economy which from decades is
in tumultuous condition is eroding further.
With ever growing inflation the country’s
inflation index rose to 27% in August 22.
Current economic conditions have evidently
decreased investment potential and FDI in
the country. Foreign as well as local
investors are hesitant to put their trust is
country's ailing economy. Although Pakistan
secured it’s IMF bailout package through
much of toiling, but it has put little effect on
country’s economic metrics rather gave a
breathing space. Experts have repeatedly
weighed on enhancing country’s economic
potential through development projects
rather conditional monetary aid from
international institutions. Nevertheless, the
existing development projects are also
affected by political imbalance in Pakistan. 

CPEC, country’s jewel for economic
prosperity has also been affected due to the
governance inconsistencies in Pakistan. ADB
published a report in February 2022
categorically stating that Pakistan needs
structural reforms in order to harness full
benefit out of CPEC. The report also stated
that the federation and provinces need to
set definite roadmaps for effective working
on CPEC projects. While the political
tumultuousness influences the country’s
decision making, its institutional and
structural framework directly impacts the
development in the country. 

Security Environment;
Embracing Geo-Economic and
Challenges;
Structural and Institutional
Impediments; 
Role of the state institutions; &
Put forth doable policy
recommendations for the government
bodies.

Pakistan governance inconsistencies are
writing on the wall, with constant political
uncertainty the bridge between federation
and provinces is collapsing effecting the
country’s bureaucratic and governance
model. This has already costed in terms of
effect on the pace of development
projects including CPEC. 

In order to understand the structural and
institutional impediments effecting CPEC
Islamabad Institute of Conflict Resolution
(IICR) organized a national policy conclave
titled "CPEC's Defining Moment:
Prospects and Challenges".

The core objective of the said National
Policy Conclave is to critically analyse:

CONCEPT NOTE
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CHIEF
GUEST

Ms. Pang is senior Chinese
Diplomat and now serving as
Deputy Head of Mission at
Chinese Embassy in Islamabad.
She served at the China Embassy
to Pakistan earlier from 1998-
2000.
She also served in United Kingdom
and Afghanistan.

Brief

Ms. Pang Chunxue 

Deputy Head of
Mission

Embassy of China
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MODERATOR

Prof. Dr. Azhar Ahmad is the pioneer
PhD in Peace and Conflict Studies in
Pakistan. He has authored a book titled,
“Gwadar: Balance in Transition” which is
published in English and Chinese
languages and well received
internationally. Currently, Prof Azhar is
teaching International Relations and
Geopolitics at Bahria University,
Islamabad. He is awarded the honour of
“Distinguished Researcher” by Asia-
Africa Development and Exchange
Society of China, Beijing, besides
association with various other local and
international think tanks. He has a
number of conference papers and
research publications, both national and
international, to his credit. He is invited
to speak at various universities and think
tanks. Prof Azhar has traveled
extensively and his interests include
China, Indian Ocean, and maritime. In
addition, keeps an eye on contemporary
issues of national and regional
importance.

Brief

Prof. Dr. Azhar Ahmad 
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SPEAKERS'
PROFILE 

Dr. Tahir Mumtaz Awan holds Ph.D in Marketing
and currently the Head of China Study Centre,
COMSATS University Islamabad. He is also
Senior Research Fellow at the China Brand
Center of Academy of Entrepreneurship, Sun
Yat-sen University, Guangzhou. He trains
Moscow School of Management, SKOLKOVO
EMBA students at Shenzhen, China annually and
is a regular member of the global business
exposure visits team of the school. He was a
United Nations Systems Staff College Fellow in
Big Data for Sustainable Development. He was
awarded research productivity awards by Higher
Education Commission of Pakistan, Common
Ground Publishing of University of Illinois,
Urbana Champaign, USA. He delivered multiple
talks, trainings and keynotes about CPEC, BRI,
Marketing in developing countries, Big Data,
Cryptocurrencies, etc. He wrote more than 40
academic articles, edited 5 books and serving
various journals as member of editorial team. 
Dr. Awan have an aim to help improve the
people-to-people relationships among Pakistani
and Chinese citizens, youth development for
better placement opportunities, change the
stereotype of “Made-in-China” products and
ultimately make Pakistan a better consumer
market in the world. To realize this aim he is
currently providing hands on experience to the
Pakistani youth in learning about China and help
them become the ultimate choice of Chinese
firms working in Pakistan. He also runs a Pak-
China Youth Club from his China Study Centre.

Brief

Dr. Tahir
Mumtaz Awan
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SPEAKERS'
PROFILE 

Dr. George I. H. Cooke is a Diplomatic Historian whose main
areas of research include foreign policy, diplomacy,
regionalism and integration. 
He is a Senior Lecturer, Department of International
Relations, University of Colombo, and Visiting Lecturer at
the National Defence College of Sri Lanka, Bandaranaike
International Diplomatic Training Institute, Defence Services
Command & Staff College and the Air Force Academy. He is a
faculty member of the NEXT Education Group. 
He is the Initiator of the Awarelogue Initiative, a venture
aimed at enhancing awareness and dialogue in the field of
International Relations through multiple platforms in the
virtual realm, and runs his own IR blog
(http://awarelogue.blogspot.com/). He writes for local
media, is the host of the weekly programme, ‘The Sri Lankan
Understanding’ on HiTV and conducts Effective English
Communication programmes for professionals in the private
and public sectors. 
His literary pursuits include the editing of several
publications, including those on multilateralism and the
United Nations, with his latest publication on Buddhist
Diplomacy, as it explores the relations between Sri Lanka
and Thailand. He has presented academic papers at
universities in Sri Lanka, India, China, Indonesia and the
United Kingdom, and is the Chief Editor of the Journal of the
Defence Services Command & Staff College, and an editor of
the Journal of the National Defence College of Sri Lanka. 
A former Sri Lankan diplomat, he was recruited to the Sri
Lanka Foreign Service in 2007, and his decade long career
saw him serving at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as
Assistant Director and Personal Assistant to the Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister (2007-2009) and at the regional desk of
East Asia and the Pacific, as well as the Public
Communications desk. Overseas he was stationed at the
Embassy of Sri Lanka in Paris and the Permanent Delegation
of Sri Lanka to UNESCO.

Brief

Dr. George I. H. Cooke
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SPEAKERS'
PROFILE 

Dr. Hassan Daud Butt, CEO, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Board of Investment & Trade
(KP- BOIT). He also served as Deputy
Director CPEC. He served in Ministry of
Planning, development and reforms. 

He also teaches at Bahria University as
Visiting Faculty. 

Brief

Dr. Hassan
Dawood
Chairman, K-BOT
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SPEAKERS'
PROFILE 

Javaid Iqbal is the Chief Commercial Officer
(Member & Executive Director) at the Special
Technology Zones Authority of Government of
Pakistan helping build the foundation of a tech
enabled knowledge ecosystem in Pakistan. He
spent the last two decades spearheading large-
scale complex business and technology
transformation efforts for global Fortune 500
conglomerates and federal, state and local
governments across North America, Europe &
Asia. He previously served as a Customer
Engagement and Success Leader at Salesforce in
the North American region and most recently as
the CEO of TransformX, a global consultancy
focusing on advisory and education in the digital
transformation, customer experience, technology
disruption and innovation space. Javaid started
his career in the US based Strategic Technology
Practice of EY and later moved on to the Financial
Services practice of PwC where he led
transformation efforts for banks at Wall Street.
Javaid also speaks globally on Customer
Centricity, Artificial Intelligence, Cloud
Computing, Digital Sales, and the Future of Work.
In 2019, he was one of the 7 speakers invited by
Google to speak on the ‘Future of Artificial
Intelligence and Humanity’ and in 2021, he was
named Global 200 CX Thought Leader by Engati.
Javaid went to Purdue University for his
undergraduate studies in Computer Information
Systems Technologies and completed a master’s
degree in Communication Systems Strategy and
Management from Northwestern University.

Brief

Mr. Javaid Iqbal
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SPEAKERS'
PROFILE 

Mr. Raza is strategic communications specialist,
currently working for the Government of
Pakistan. He has significant prior experience in
the I/O domain, has presented report on EU
Disinformation labs report about Indian ops. He
has a deep understanding of how Indian I/Os
operate.

Brief

Mr. Shahid Raza
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PROCEEDINGS 

Started at 10:00 am 
100+ Participants
including Diplomats,
Politicians, Media,
Academicians, Experts,
Business Community,
and Young Scholars

The need of the hour is to bring up
something for the interest of Pakistan. The
focus should be to introduce one word
synonym like 'modernization' for Pakistan, be
it on the sustainability side, be it related to
environment.
Think-tanks should be approached for
information dissemination to common
masses.
Economic relations are growing. The world
economy today is such that no country is
isolated because of dependency on trade. It
has brought under question even the IR
concept of sovereignty. We cannot remain
isolated despite closing the borders. We need
to facilitate trade and enhance special
economic zones.
In future, if we want to avert wars, we must
enhance trade and the economic
connectivity. The scope is massive, the more
we trade with each other, the more we will
be able to avoid wars. 
The incapacity to implement policies and the
lack of will have hampered the economic
connectivity.

Policy Conclave Take-a-ways

China would always put Pakistan
as its priority for cooperation and
work in joint hands to address
various risks and challenges at
the regional and international
levels, deepen the China-Pakistan
all-weather strategic cooperative
partnership, and build a closer
China-Pakistan community with
a shared future in the new era.

Ms. Pang, 
DHM, 

China Embassy
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Dr. Tahir Awan 

The main theme around which we are going 

to talk today is a keyword - China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC), and will also be 

looking for the prospects, and challenges. 

On top of it, is the political instability and 

political turbulence that we are facing in 

Pakistan. When we talk about the political 

side, one cannot ignore the economic aspect 

that we are hearing in the news also. So, my 

viewpoint is a little different in terms that we 

are facing these issues, for the time being, we 

have to lever that and then we have to start 

finding the solutions of these problems.  

I will be focusing more on challenges and 

then on the possible solutions that are linked 

with CPEC. During Pakistan - China 75 long 

years friendship, we mainly focused on these 

issues, and why the speed is slow; why the 

CPEC seems like it is now getting a little bit 

slower than before the responses are not that 

quick. So, the first thing which I will see. As I 

spent my about six years of life in China, I did 

my doctorate from there, then I had a chance 

to interact with the industry also in trainings 

and teaching. Also, in consultancies, as the 

development of systems. We think there are 

good systems development in Pakistan, but 

when we talk about the implementation side, 

there are some issues in implementation, we 

have to counter those implementation 

issues. It is not about the plan of CPEC.  It is 

not about how CPEC is designed, how the 

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is designed. It 

is about how it is being implemented. If we 

compare BRI with the CPEC, its one product. 

We are having issues and not meeting at both 

sides. Maybe that is why the project may 

suffer in the future or will have some 

consequences.  

Second thing, geo-economic challenges - 

sustainability, greener environment, climate 

change. We are bringing in many of the 

issues that we have to come to, we have some 

policies in line. I am talking about Pakistan 

side, we have to have some policies in line, 

we have the agriculture policy, we have the 

climate policy, we have the regional policy 

regarding waste management, we always 

have those policies in line. But talking about 

the climate side, we got that policy up to 70 

years. Right now, we are having those 

policies, those policies will make us to work 

better. Policy design, implementation and 

management is crucial for Pakistan now.  

We have to agree with all those challenges, 

we have to face all those issues and we have 

to find out what solutions can be made to a 

better future. Talking toward the other side 

of this friendship, the Chinese friendship, 



IICR - National Policy Conclave 2022 
 

the recent CPC was focusing on one word, 

and that one word is valid for next about 15 

to 18 years after, I guess if I am not wrong 

after 2050. That word may work. Many of us 

know the word I am talking about is 

‘modernization’. 

The Pakistani society, should also follow the 

same concept “Modernization”. When 

Chinese talk about ‘modernization’, it is 

about ‘beautiful and prosperous China’; 

when they talk about modernization they 

talk about ‘economic prosperity’; when they 

talk about modernization it is about 

‘common prosperity’; when they talk about 

modernization, it is about ‘urbanization’, it 

is about urban poverty, also the goal has 

already been achieved.  

It is not only the word; it is the context that 

has been covered by that word. So, we have 

to, again on the Pakistani side, we have to see 

the similar kinds of words that can cover all 

those or some of the issues that I have just 

tried to convey.  

The role of state institutions and 

government is most important on both sides. 

We are grateful and honored that after that 

CPC we were the first one to visit the Chinese 

leadership. The Pakistani Prime Minister 

visited China and they had some good 

cooperation discussion and discussion on 

increasing the pace of work on CPEC. But 

then we got some feedback that we are 

linking all those discussions with some state 

organizations? Are we thinking after that 

visit, we have to outline post event analysis 

that would help resolve the problems? What 

are the solutions and how they are going to 

be implemented? It is not only about visiting 

China for three days or four days and coming 

back and saying that we are grateful.  

Xi Jinping when invited Shahbaz Sharif, we 

are the first one to present and that is only 

the headline. The headline should be the 

following the implementation mechanisms 

that ‘we are going to implement and make 

changes or make reforms in our 

organizations to counter that low speed’.  

We have to highlight the fake 

news/disinformation source. Assuming 

those were fake news, we have to counter 

those fake news also. We heard CPEC as a 

debt trap few years ago, we heard a report 

from United States, stating, although read 

some figures, and we heard a news at the 

third step that this is all fake. China’s not 

having any history of colonization.  

What’s next? The story does not end there. 

China does not have any history of 
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colonization, what next? What we are going 

to do? After that? There were like many other 

fake news also. What about those? Are we 

only focused on the finance side? Are you 

only focusing on the economy side, or on the 

roads?  ‘Infrastructure’ is the first thing that 

needs to be built. CPEC is the name of 

infrastructure, but infrastructure is one 

component. There are three or four other 

components that need to be focused.  

After infrastructure is completed, how are 

we going to use it, how we are going to make 

it beneficial to Pakistan? I mean, you do not 

have to tell Pakistan, what we mean by 

‘modernization’ a place where people were 

not ready to invest, not ready to go. The place 

that was bought from Oman few years ago, 

we were able to give money to a third 

country and say that it will be lined up.  

Now everybody is trying to get a small piece 

of land in Gwadar, maybe for residential, for 

business or for commercial or for investment 

purposes. The vocational University is 

operational there, trade has already been 

started. But has that information being 

communicated to the common people or 

every corner of Pakistan. We need to develop 

the understanding and have to work on 

awareness of common people, our people 

should know what CPEC is. Have we 

employed the proper tools of marketing and 

awareness? Our people should know the 

benefit and outcomes of this project. Our 

people only know a slogan which is 

pronounced in Urdu language as “Pak-Chien 

Dosti Zindabad”.  

We are very happy that China is our friend 

for the last 76 years. China is the right place 

from investment in education, research 

opportunities, fundings to technological 

modernization. If you are ready to work, you 

will be given the opportunity whether you 

are a Chinese national or Pakistani national 

or have any individuality, but you have to 

work. 

We are having a discussion on really an 

important topic in a good, sensible place. But 

people start refusing sorry, I do not have 

time for that. Why? Because they know the 

information being provided in these kinds of 

sessions is the one that has already been 

given in the newspapers. The one that has 

already been written in the books, in the 

embassy newsletters, in the Ministry of 

Science and Technology, in the Ministry of 

Planning, in the Ministry of Interior, in the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs websites that is 

all.  
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If you search CPEC on Google, I am 100% 

sure that on first or second link, you will find 

the first report being published by secret 

authority that is all. You would not find any 

publication in the top rankings, some good 

papers or maybe written by board for 

investment written by other different 

organizations.  

Maybe managed by Higher Education 

Commission also, we have a CPEC unit 

working in Higher Education Commission, 

how many educationists know about that? 

When I was given the duty to head China 

Study Center, only then I came to know, that 

in Higher Education Commission, there is 

also a unit which is working for CPEC. And 

that unit told me that out of about hundreds 

of universities of China are members of those 

CPEC consortium, and 18 or 20 universities 

of Pakistan. That is a figure about six months 

ago, 20 universities are member of the CPEC 

consortium, how many universities have 

taken benefited from that secret consortium, 

including my university be reopened only 

two or three centers, research centers, 

which are actually doing research, what is 

doing in bio-sciences, the other one is in 

engineering, and the third one, maybe is still 

in the pipeline. So, I am concluding, I am 

sorry for being a little critical. But we have to 

be critical to find out a better way, to find out 

the better opportunity for our future.  

Some recommendations I will put forward, 

one, we have to make the information public. 

We have to tell, why this project is 

important. What is going to be taking place 

in next five years, it is not about we are going 

to sign a project we are going to have 

integration of this project.  

Second, we have to tell people what is the 

plan? What is included in this 

infrastructure? What is going to be the 

benefit for the common people? Bringing out 

something for the community, Balochistan, 

bringing out something for the community 

of Pakistan for the national interest.  

Building a road in Balochistan has only an 

interest of a headline only for me that is all 

maybe that is something in my brain and I 

may not focus on second thing i.e., 

modernization on which we should know 

that this is what we are going to do, it can 

cover our climate cycle, it can cover our 

sustainability side, it can cover on education 

in current government everything.  

Try to build that one word, I appeal to the 

government and to the organizations like 

IICR, work on building that once Pakistan.  
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The third thing that is the most important is 

that after such governmental visits, after 

such high-level visits, the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Pakistan they should bring 

out something for the common people be my 

center, by IICR and many other such, I will 

use the word Think Tanks of centers or 

research centers or organizations in a 

broader sense. Involve them to disseminate 

this information among people. Information 

collection, and then information 

dissemination. This is important, but then 

we will be there is a key word on which you 

have to focus because common people they 

do not understand. Bring out some 

information dissemination mechanism for 

the common people, they are not on, maybe 

higher on social media, why are we saying 

Twitter as a high-level social media because 

it is being regarded as a government 

information dissemination system also, 

many celebrities out there bring down a 

mechanism to disseminate this information 

going forward to common people with 

universities can play the role. 

Dr. George I.H. Cooke 

Thank you to Ms. Sabah, thank you to the 

Islamabad Institute of Conflict Resolution 

for the invitation extended to me to join this 

particular Conclave, which is focusing on 

CPEC defining moment prospects and 

challenges. At the very outset, may I reflect 

for a moment upon something that took 

place just yesterday, we received news of the 

passing of President Jiang Zemin, he is 

someone who contributed towards the 

furthering of relations between Sri Lanka 

and China. He is someone who visited this 

country, long before he assumed the position 

of leader in China. He was someone who 

came here to study the Free Trade Zone area 

in the late 1970s, when the economy was 

opened, and when there was the 

establishment of free trade zones to facilitate 

development of products manufacturing, 

and he came to study the model, which was 

effectively comprehended and taken 

thereafter to China. Of course, our two 

countries went on two different trajectories, 

trying to achieve immense progress. In the 

decades to come.  

Sri Lanka did make considerable progress. 

But of course, we know that the conflict 

intervened, and things changed quite 

drastically for the island of Sri Lanka. Having 

said that, if I were permitted to focus on a 

particular aspect, when we talk about CPEC, 

and mature talking about the China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor, I would like to reflect on 

it from the perspective of a country which is 

in the region, a country which is closely 
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associated with China and with Pakistan. 

And also try to understand the importance of 

the bilateral relationship, and how it has an 

impact on the neighborhood, how it has an 

impact on the region. And this is where when 

we talk about the relationship between any 

two countries, when we look at whether it's 

the relationship between China and 

Pakistan, or China and Sri Lanka, or Pakistan 

and Sri Lanka, we know that there are very 

unique characteristics in any bilateral 

relationship, it is not possible to look at any 

two countries or any 435 any country's 

number of countries out there and say it is an 

exact replica. That is not possible. We can't 

replicate relationships. But something that 

we can definitely do is try to understand the 

relationship. We can learn lessons from 

relationships, we can learn, as the title itself 

says, look at the prospects, look at what can 

be learned from such relationships and look 

at some of the challenges that do keep 

coming up. Now, when we look at the 

relationship between China and several 

other countries in South Asia, including 

Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, we understand that 

China is a country that is not too far away 

from South Asia, it borders South Asia, it has 

a common border with several countries in 

South Asia. And this is extremely significant. 

We are in the third decade of the 21st 

century. We are racing into the center. We 

are the beginning of the last month of this 

year. Very soon, we're going to see the 

conclusion of the year, we're going to be 

galloping into the decades. Now, what is the 

impact all of this is having. We've seen so 

many developments, if you just look at it 

from a Sri Lankan perspective, and look at 

what has been happening in our own 

country. We've had bombings taking place in 

this country on Easter Sunday, we've seen 

various developments with COVID and the 

complications that brought about we saw an 

economic crisis that hit our country, which 

was nothing to do with the outside world but 

was purely a man made issue. Corruption 

added to it so many other problems coming 

up within Sri Lanka. And we saw COVID 

resurfacing to some extent, we've seen 

political change taking place in Sri Lanka. 

And now we are looking at the future we're 

looking at where we are going to be looking 

at what we are doing.  

Now, the year ahead, is going to become an 

extremely crucial one. This is where when 

we talk about global developments, when we 

look at what has been happening in the 

world, many countries reflect upon the issue 

between Russia and Ukraine. That impact 

has not yet hit us. That impact will come next 

year. In the course of this year, there has 
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been no production of wheat in Ukraine, to a 

limited extent only in Russia. What we have 

been consuming this year has been what we 

have had from the year before stocks that 

have been utilized. The real impact of the 

food crisis will hit next year. How prepared 

are countries and this is where diplomacy 

bilateralism engagement and also going 

beyond that into the multilateral realm. It 

becomes extremely important. Now what I 

really want to focus on today is the entire 

scope of economic relations. That's what 

CPEC is all about. That's what many bilateral 

relations are all about in the current realm. If 

we talk about the non aligned movement, it 

started with political relations, but evolved 

into economic. If you look at ASEAN, 

ASEAN focuses very heavily on the 

economic realm. If you look at the European 

Union, the European Union starts with the 

coal and steel pact. There's a lot of economics 

at play. And economics has become a 

bedrock upon which relations are being 

founded. These relations are growing, and 

they will only grow if we are able to really 

consolidate our positions really ensure that 

we have integrated. When we look at the 

world economy today, we realize that no 

country is isolated. You can be an island in 

the Indian Ocean, you can be an island in the 

Caribbean, knowing the Pacific, you can be a 

country that is far flung remote in any corner 

of the world. But no country is isolated 

simply because of our dependency to trade. 

This is what economics has done to us. It has 

brought us closer together. It has made us 

rely one on another. It has even made us 

question concepts in international relations 

such as sovereignty. We always talk about 

safeguarding, promoting, upholding our 

sovereignty. We do that in the territorial 

sense. But when it comes to the actual 

understanding of sovereignty, when the 

countries are able to manage on their own, 

we begin to realize that we we need each 

other, we need to work with each other.  

COVID taught us that COVID really opened 

our eyes to the whole notion that we cannot 

remain isolated, we may close our borders, 

we may stop planes coming into our 

countries and leaving our countries we may 

stop ships from coming in or leaving our 

countries. But we're going to need food 

security. We're going to need medical 

supplies, we're going to need various ways to 

send our exports out there. We're going to 

need to bring imports into our country. We 

need to do that. Such closures are only 

temporary measures that could have been 

taken. But very soon, we had to open up once 

again. Because if we didn't, we would have 

been in a worse situation. This is where 
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going forward as we talk about that trade 

relationship. As we talk about integrating 

trade. We have looked at everything from 

free trade agreements to exclusive trading 

zones to exclusive economic zones. We've 

even talked about special status that we 

provide countries in terms of economic 

relationships. We've looked at ways through 

which business councils can facilitate trade, 

Business Council setup under chambers of 

commerce, how they can facilitate trade, 

how they can enhance the activity that is 

taking place. Because very often, individuals 

sit back and think everything has got to come 

out of the state. It has got to be state to state. 

Yes, that's where the journey starts. That's 

how the program is initiated. But thereafter, 

there are so many stakeholders, all of whom 

have got to come on board, all of whom have 

got to play a role, whether it is the private 

sector, whether it is the public sector, 

whether it is think tanks, whether it is 

institutions, like the one that you have over 

there, whether it is what we are doing here in 

Sri Lanka, whether it is organizations 

coming out to China or any part of the world 

for that matter. There is a role to play. We all 

have an integral component in this larger 

equation of word cooperation. We 

sometimes talk about world peace, we want 

world peace, we want development. 

Development is something that we are all 

going after. Can we do it on our own? And we 

do it single handedly. Let's look at the 

example of Sri Lanka. I keep looking at the 

example of Sri Lanka given the fact that I'm 

sitting in Sri Lanka right now. And you are 

quite familiar with this country to for nearly 

30 years, a conflict erupted. Development 

did not take place the way it was expected. 

And thereafter, in 2009. What did the 

country want? How did the country want to 

further develop itself? How did the country 

want to move forward? We needed 

infrastructure. We needed reconciliation. 

We needed progress. We reached out into 

the world. We invited countries to come in 

invest. 

One country came forward. Several 

countries did this to a certain extent, but one 

country invested overwhelmingly, and that 

country is China. Now, even recently, we've 

heard this on consecutive occasions, where 

terms phrases coined in other parts of the 

world are bandied around. A term which I do 

not even want to use, but I will use it for the 

sake of our discourse this morning is debt 

trap diplomacy. There's a problem with 

using that term. If you ask for assistance and 

you are given the assistance, you must know 

how to use the assistance. If you fail in that 

regard, it is not the fault of the giver. It is the 
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fault of the receiver. If there is corruption 

coming in, if there are irregularities coming 

in, if you're stuffing your pockets with 

commissions, that's not a problem with the 

giver. That's a problem with the receiver. 

And that's a problem in Sri Lanka. When the 

economic crisis unfolded in this country, 

other countries in South Asia other smaller 

countries in South Asia started wondering 

what is going on? Sri Lanka talks about a high 

literacy rate. You have high medical indices, 

you have high education indices. This is a 

country that has had integration with the 

world for centuries, not decades, centuries. 

What has happened to Silla? What would 

happen to us? Should we be cautious? How 

do we go forward? The lesson that you 

learned from Sri Lanka is that you've got to 

put your internal house in order not to blame 

the giver. The Giver will keep on giving if you 

keep us but we must know how to use what 

we are getting, how we are going to utilize 

such terms such phrases, terminology of that 

nature that has come into international 

relations vocabulary to limited to an extent is 

terminology which has a certain agenda. 

That's an agenda which I personally do not 

subscribe to, and which I'm sure many would 

not subscribe to either. In the 21st century, 

we are becoming we are becoming very 

much aware of the fact that it is going to be 

the Asian century, Asia is rising. Asia has a 

role to play. But what is going to be the 

catalytic factor that is going to help us realize 

the Asian section, whether it is going to be 

the monumental role played by China, 

whether it is going to be the immense 

contribution made by India, whether it is 

going to be the position of Japan, of Korea, of 

Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, the 

Philippines, countries like Vietnam, 

Bangladesh, our own country here in Sri 

Lanka, what is going to be the catalytic factor 

that is going to help all of us on this century. 

This is going to be the Asian century.  

Chiefly, from an economic point of view. 

That is how it is going to be realized. That is 

where we are going forward. And that is 

something that we've got to work towards. 

We've got to look at ways and means through 

which we are going to enhance our economic 

contexts, economic connectivity. With that, 

we are going to be able to see a huge change, 

we're going to see a furtherance towards the 

whole concept of peace. When you first see a 

peace symbol, you see people wearing the 

peace symbol on a t shirt. You see it on a flag. 

We talked about world peace, but it does stop 

and ask ourselves. Are we going to see 

complete peace? Not to sound pessimistic. 

But it's probably not going to happen in that 

way. Until we keep on manufacturing 
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weapons. If we stop the manufacture of 

weapons, yes, we're going to get peace. Let's 

stop that first. That's not going to stop 

anytime soon. But let us do what we can let 

us make our contribution towards world 

peace and development. And what is that? 

Deepening economic ties, because if you are 

trading very closely with the country, if you 

export and import from a particular country, 

the risk of going to war with that country is 

drastically reduced. This is where if we want 

to avert conflict in the future, we must 

enhance trade. We must enhance economic 

connectivity that will make a change. That is 

the change that we all want. Political 

statements will remain rhetoric. Political 

stances would remain rhetoric. What will 

really make a difference is trade, is economic 

connectivity. And that is what we must try to 

foster That is what we must try to promote. 

And that is what we must really harness for 

all of our countries. Whilst this particular 

conclave focuses on China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor, I also would like to 

that's why we expand this even further, in 

terms of looking at how Sri Lanka looks at 

Pakistan, how Sri Lanka looks at China, or 

China looks at Sri Lanka, how we are able to 

integrate that much further, we need to be 

doing that all of our countries need to be 

doing that, not just the three that I 

mentioned, but the rest of the countries in 

South Asia and beyond. Because the scope is 

messy. The moment we trade more with 

each other, we are going to fight less with 

each other, we are going to have less issues, 

less border disputes, less problems. That's 

what we must aim for. Of course, one thing 

that we understand, and when we talk about 

prospects that are challenges inherent in it, 

we look at South Asia, we look at SAARC. 

One thing that we have in SAARC is we've 

talked about free trading agreements, free 

trading areas, we've really done a lot of 

infrastructure development, the 

frameworks have been developed, the 

implementation is the issue. But what is the 

lesson that we learned from that too, 

bottlenecks have been created. 

Implementation is not taking place in a 

desirable manner. We are not committed to 

the whole notion of bringing the region 

together, we also have something called the 

negative list.  

Now, when you look at the negative list in 

South Asia, we put our most important 

products on the negative list and say no, we 

cannot wave taxes from these items, we will 

remove taxes from smaller items, which then 

have very little significance on intra regional 

trade. That's the situation over here in South 

Asia. reflect upon what is happening in the 
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European Union. They start off in the coal 

and steel pack their two most important 

resources. They remove taxes and tariffs. 

They trade very closely with each other, they 

create an oligopoly of assaults you could be 

in Union is today look at what trade has done 

to those countries, deeply divided political. 

Two world wars were fought in that region. 

Europe was the theater. It was the center. It 

was the epicenter of two world wars 

Touchwood they've been able to avert it for 

the last 75 odd years. And hopefully it will 

continue to be that case. But what made that 

change? What is the lesson that we learned 

from that trip? Going forward, South Asia 

needs deeper trade, Asia needs be portrayed, 

we need to deepen these economic relations. 

when and only when we do that, we are 

going to see a significant difference in our 

region and for our countries. It will really 

change the trajectory on which Pakistan is 

going on which Sri Lanka is going and 

certainly is changing the trajectory on which 

China is going. Thank you once again for the 

invitation. 

Mr. Shahid Raza 

We need to take a deep dive into history and 

see how trends evolve. If we go back 118 

years, there was a major war in Europe. We 

all understand that the world does not run 

under the threat. Of course, this is exactly 

what happened in the 1940s, when the first 

European Pan-European war, which is also 

known as the First World War, or I do not 

know what reason. It was stopped. And it 

carried on pointlessly for four to five years 

and did not achieve any significant 

geopolitical goals. It did give two specific 

gifts to the history of mankind.  

The first gift was the Russian revolution in 

1970, which led to the demise of the Russian 

dynasty of Nicholas II which irreversibly 

changed one of the most important countries 

in the world forever. And that particular 

change has reverberated throughout history 

till today's debate. And the second thing that 

happened is the lost in war. And it sowed the 

seeds for sanctions and try to force them 

against the German people, which led to the 

Second World War. In other words, what we 

have learned from history is that we do not 

learn from history, the sanctions and the 

threat of force never work it cannot work 

under any circumstance.  

The world we live in today is defined by the 

type of force, it can either be under the garb 

of international sanctions. If you peel the 

onion on the Ukrainian crisis today, you will 

realize that the root cause of the Ukrainian 

crisis, is essential, is because the Russian 
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State has been sanctioned for more than 20 

years, in one way or another, for geopolitical 

reasons. And that has led to the conflict in 

Ukraine.  

If you look at the Iraq wars, the Iraq War, if 

you peel the onion, what we see is the same 

trade, do not let them connect to their 

neighbors, impose sanctions do not sell your 

oil. And guess what? It led to the 2003 

invasion of Iraq. Which leads me to my 

question, how many of you believe that there 

were weapons of mass destruction in Iraq? If 

you do, please raise your hands.   

It is like a complete lie basically, at the same 

time, it is pertinent to mention that 500,000 

Iraqis paid with their lives for this line. So, it 

is very important to understand and I am 

going to connect it to CPEC. I am sure you 

have heard a lot about CPEC by analogy, I 

want to give you the external orbit of where 

CPEC lies today, where Pakistan is and why 

it is so important for us. If we look at our 

region, we see the seeds of conflict in the 

future. The region we live in today is the 

exact opposite of the European Union.  

The European Union is not a political union, 

it is a superstate. It is a super state that was 

created by the United States by 

consolidating its War-games after World 

War Two, which we wish the Soviet Union 

was not able to do, why? Because the United 

States was able to invest large sums of money 

in infrastructure, and you are under the 

Marshall Plan. If you connect the Marshall 

Plan with Pakistan, which is also false for the 

economy, it is not hard to understand where 

the thought process proceeds back stems 

from war leading to destruction, destruction 

leading to reconstruction.  

If we look at our region today and when I say 

region, what I specifically mean, is the 

central South Asian region. China is an 

inseparable part of the Central and South 

Asian region; it shares more than 4000 

kilometers of border with the Central and 

South Asian countries. Another very 

important country in this region is Russia, 

which we often overlook, we should always 

include Russia, in the discourse of BRI, 

because it is a critical partner in that project, 

and it is a critical partner in the future of this 

Eurasian experience.  

This region is the most, I would say, the 

worst connected region in the world. You 

cannot drive from Islamabad to Moscow. 

You cannot drive from Beijing to Kabul. And 

that is your answer, to why this region is so 

boring. It is boring because it is not 

connected it is simple. This is the European 
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Union's fault, the connected countries that 

were hostile to each other, under the 

Security force field provided by the United 

States at certain political costs. And under 

that force field, they were able to create an 

economic union, which has created 

opportunities for Eastern Europe and 

Western Europe, and others, that they would 

not otherwise have those investments and 

opportunities on their own.  

What we learned from European Union is 

connectivity with your neighbors creates 

peace. There has been no history of the war 

in that region between neighbors. And we 

have not fought India in this region since 

1971. So, the cause of full-scale conflict is not 

available. That gives us an opportunity and 

provided the fact that there is a strategic 

deterrence in place in this region that 

provides an inherent force field. What we 

need to do is work together with our regional 

countries, irrespective of where they are 

located.  

If you connect this Eurasian belt, from 

Moscow to Gwadar, to Karachi, and Central 

Asian countries in between, you connect 

them to the Pakistani ports, you connect 

them to China, China's population centers 

and industrial centers, that creates an 

equitable opportunity for every country to 

grow, which is their inherent right, you 

cannot deprive them. So that leads me to 

CPEC. So, the title of this presentation is 

divided into two sections. Defining 

Moments, if you want to understand what 

the defining moment is just look around you. 

Today, 70% of the young population in 

Pakistan It is a young country. Matter of fact, 

we are the youngest country among the top 

five countries in the world. That is the 

defining moment we are talking about CPEC 

is meant not just to create brick-and-mortar 

infrastructure, but to connect civilizations. 

And by connecting civilizations, we create 

peace in this region, which is so poorly 

connected and so forth, because of it, right? 

And the second part is more domestic work 

in which because we have divided it into six 

sections, and I'll go over them very, very 

quickly. It is the political security geo-

economic and geostrategic structural and 

institutional role of state institutions, and in 

the end, some policy reforms. The single 

biggest challenge for you as a Pakistani 

nation with respect to CPEC is Political 

instability, there is no other challenge. 

One thing you need to understand is that 

CPEC is a reality, it cannot be reversed, it 

cannot be reversed under the threat of 

sanctions cannot be reversed under the 

threat of force, it cannot be reversed under 
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sustained pressure, it is going to happen, the 

only thing that can happen to CPEC, it can be 

slow, even then it will happen, it might have 

happened five years later, it might happen 

when I am retiring. But it will happen.  

There is no way this project, this program of 

connecting civilizations is going to be 

reversed, no matter how hard certain 

nations or certain non-state actors or certain 

forces strike. Forget that CPEC is under 

threat, it is not. A second point to our own 

domestic workers is our inability to roll over 

policy. So, the government changes, then 

there is a year's period, we need to end that 

that is something for us embarks on a fix. Join 

us successfully because it has to continue 

with your policy, it is very simple to 

understand it is not rocket science, other 

countries have done it, British or Pakistan 

can learn from it too.  

We have not been able to aggressively 

engage our leader's insulation. I mean, guess 

who is to blame for that? We have not 

engaged with not working with Central Asia 

who is going to trade from CPEC, Pakistan 

trade is every service by the Karachi port. So, 

who is going to trade from CPEC, you have to 

find partners who have been connected to 

your ports and act as a gateway to and from 

those countries’ security environment? We 

are all familiar with militant attacks that are 

happening on Chinese, human, financial, 

and physical infrastructure.  

We need to work in place a robust force field 

to ensure that doesn't happen, whether we 

need to look internally or externally, we need 

to ensure that any country any force 

interested in bankrolling financing, helping 

those attacks should pay a cost on their own 

turf, not here alone. There is only one 

country that is patently publicly as a matter 

of state policy opposed to CPEC which is not 

the US that is not the EU. That is not an 

ASEAN nation, it is Indian. So, here's one 

thought process, I want you to think about, 

what is common between attacks, on CPEC 

installations in Pakistan, instability, regime 

change in Sri Lanka, regime change in 

Maldives, one-party rule, political 

suppression in Bangladesh, instability in 

Myanmar it is India. I know we keep using 

and abusing. And every time all of our 

foreign friends are smiling because they 

think oh, Pakistani, they would blame me 

and that they expect but it is true.  

India is the fifth largest economy in the 

world. It is the second-largest country in the 

world. As the second largest military in the 

world, you will ignore India and extract at 

your own peril. Matter of fact, a three-star 
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Indian general just a few days ago, 

threatened to invade Pakistan's embedded 

threat tracking to basically disrupt territory, 

which is so critical to the ground lines of 

communication for CPEC. So that is a 

challenge that will consistently persist. And 

it is a challenge for Pakistan and China to 

solve together.  

There are geostrategic challenges, which I do 

not think that there is a balancing act, at least 

I do not think there is a balancing act that 

focuses on a gun make between East and 

West because the seatback project again if 

we are able to explain it to them, first of all, 

the info actually opened up one of the 

poorest countries in the world connect with 

each other and help the cause of economic 

development. It should not it will not have 

that geopolitical effect, which has been 

covered for the last 10 years.  

Reconstruction of Economic Cooperation 

Organization, I mean, if you look at the map, 

ECO, has a direct role to play in CPEC. 

Where is that role? And whose failure is that? 

It is, I would say our failure. We have to 

activate the Economic Cooperation 

Organization in blue with SCO to create 

regional frameworks, so we can implement 

these specific policy instruments for a longer 

period of time. There are some other issues 

that are quite boring. I'll just mention them. 

I am pretty sure everybody knows and all of 

us are frustrated is the NOC culture in 

Pakistan is a huge issue for CPEC and our 

internal product projects as well. A local 

government system does not exist. If it did, it 

would have been a great help. 

The role of the state institutions, we need to 

realize that terrorism for militancy, has 

nothing to do with your political internal 

dynamics. It is just a low-cost way of fighting 

a war. It has nothing to do with you. If you 

get whatever policy recommendations are 

put forward by certain people, it will have no 

effect on the battlefield, you have to defeat 

that.  

You have to bring any combatant who is 

interested in creating physical damage on 

their knees. If you do not do that you cannot 

implement your policy. And they would not 

listen to you because they are connected to 

an international economy that supported us. 

We need to create a sustainable ring fence 

around CPEC. Whether it be from a policy 

angle, could it be from creating a National 

Charter economy, so all political forces in 

Pakistan are combined if they work together 

when it comes to CPEC? I think that that 

would help us. So, what are some of the 

doable policy reforms? First of all, have hope 
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do not criticize CPEC. It is got nothing to do 

with China alone is a China-Pakistan project. 

It is funded by China and supported by 

Pakistan for the region. It is not a bilateral 

project. It is a geopolitical project. We need 

to involve other partners through diplomacy 

from China and Pakistan through combined 

efforts.  

Number two, we have to make it very clear to 

the Indian government, that if they choose to 

target CPEC, with hostile intent, there will 

be a cost. It could cost them terrific. It could 

cost them material damage. It could cost 

them replication of the same sort of conflict 

inside the area. If you do not do that, guess 

what happens? You give them further 

impetus to continue to attack you. I know 

this is unpopular, and not maybe but this is 

real politics India see CPEC as a threat, and 

they see it as well.  

They have said it publicly that they see it as 

an encroachment of their territory. That is 

an issue that cannot be resolved through soft 

means. And statistics say that every single 

attack that is taking place on trainees has 

been funded by Indians there is a trend. And 

that trend has to be resolved jointly via 

Pakistan and China because there is a lot 

more that is at stake.  

Lastly, it must create a unified platform for 

Chinese companies, be it infrastructure 

companies, or military companies, via 

technology. We are one of the specialists 

here to explained in detail to move into 

Pakistan, to work on human capital 

development to work on skills to work with 

transfer technology to work on 

infrastructure projects, we need to create 

that window where we create ease of doing 

business to Chinese companies because they 

are used to in China to a certain level of ease 

of doing business, which is not available in 

Pakistan.  

That is an issue we need to resolve here. And 

we have to create a national Skilled Worker 

Program leading from training to 

digitization, to connecting visual workers 

with job opportunities stemming from CPEC 

or its orbital effects or humid leads, or in 

China, even if we do this collectively and I am 

not saying it can happen in one year, but it 

can happen in two years or three years. If we, 

do it collectively over a sustained period of 

time under a consolidated policy, let's say 10 

to 15 years CPEC will happen faster than it is 

now.  
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Mr. Hassan Daud 

CPEC is one case in which any one of us 

sitting here, especially the youngsters 

should be proud. And this event is happening 

at a very critical time. Why? Because the 

world is it is talking about politics more than 

trade world is talking about pandemic more 

than trade and there is a session and, in these 

times, someone like me, who is been 

involved with investment for us 14 years was 

involved with China closely, when CPEC 

started, it was strategic maritime 

cooperation, and I was in the embassy in 

China, and it started from my desk. And 

when I came back, I was with the project 

director there the story goes, so this subject 

is very dear to me.  

Therefore, I have kept his speech very 

formal, because if I keep speaking about the 

targets set by the government, then the three 

targets that would develop I can speak for 

one hour, if I speak on the deliverables that 

were set and how we receive what are those 

and where we are, and where we should be 

but like, like any scholar who is worked on 

policy, articulation, I was part of the long 

term planning committee, I was part of the 

groundwater master plan, I have just been 

able to make the industrial policy for Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa, I think we should look at 

where we are, where we should be, and the 

way to go there.  

This is how our discussion should be so that 

we should understand how important CPEC 

is there are a few important aspects that 

everyone here and those who are online need 

to understand why China before we actually 

talk about why CPEC and then I will go to the 

formal, as we speak, China in terms of GDP 

contribution is number one in the world. In 

terms of yes, we say in economic terms. I am 

not an economist, I am a project 

management specialist, and we will say that 

China in terms of the global economy is 

number two, in purchase poverty in those 

terms, and also how the economy is growing 

and how people are happy. In general, just 

come back from China.  

China is now doing business in 152 countries 

in the world, as opposed to the US, which is 

going to trade below 52 countries. The 

number might change but this is how it is 

doing, China in Pakistan from 2005 to till 

2022 has actually invested 42 billion US 

dollars in infrastructure projects. I am not 

talking about CPEC. I am just talking about 

the whole. Pakistan is the number one 

recipient of Chinese foreign direct 

investment amongst the whole 152 countries 

amongst the whole 100 plus countries which 
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are part of the earth why I am saying that you 

should be proud of this it all started in 2015. 

Why? Because from 2013 when we signed 

our first MOU, I was there till 2015. We were 

understanding how to move ahead.  

We were understanding how the projects 

would deliver, we were understanding how 

the targets that were given to us by our 

leadership would be executed. And the first 

target was to remove bottlenecks. Remove 

bottlenecks of poor road infrastructure, 

remove bottlenecks of energy scarcity, and 

remove bottlenecks of cultural exchanges 

and people-to-people interaction. Because 

there were language barriers, we understood 

that initially, their ways of doing work were 

different from theirs. We are no more of a 

collective nation. We are more 

individualistic in terms of Hofstede's study 

that has happened on the cultural 

dimensions of each mission. So, the way that 

we used to go for our meetings the way that 

we used to sign our MOUs and the way that 

he used to come up with our literature and 

research was totally different.  

I worked explicitly with then General Asghar 

on the big consortium of business schools, 

which my colleague and a good friend have 

just highlighted. And we have also worked 

on HEC university-to-university alliances, 

where, about a good number of universities. 

But this all was happening, and we were 

learning the learning curve was gone. And 

sometimes we are critical of our democracy. 

Because when I was dealing with the CPEC 

as a project director, there were about 19 

agencies that we were dealing with, I will not 

talk about securities agencies but there are 

ministries, agencies, authorities, and NHA, 

and they were all together, they realize the 

fact that CPEC is important for us, not just as 

a nation, but people working on CPEC one of 

them, no one was critical.  

This is based on any minutes that you take 

out, any minutes of the JCC, the ‘Joint 

Working Group’, and the individual 

meetings that we used to have. And every 

time anywhere I go, the first question is, is 

CPEC going down? Earlier when I came back 

in and started my work as project director, 

the first question was, East India Company, 

and all this, I believe all the evidence like 

there is no East India Company. And the 

reason is that all our scholars, academia’s, 

even professionals like me, and partly 

scholar of Ph.D. in Chinese projects 

management principles, Confucius 

principles on its implications. We do not 

read history. And if you read history, it 

reflects our future. If we read it, I know that 

geography is important, but history is 
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equally important. If you read China's 

history, go back 5000 years, never have they 

invaded any country never have they come 

outside their borders to give us your wealth. 

We want your wealth and give it to us like we 

keep claiming all the time. What they have 

done is whether they were Mongolians, 

whether they were Russians, whether they 

were Japanese they have always been 

invaded while. You should go through 

Chinese history. And you would learn how 

this resilient nation has survived.  

You will learn how they from a poor country 

are the largest GDP contributor today and in 

just 30 years. And in these 30 years, we have 

also learned from and I will not be a 

doomsday much again. I will speak the facts 

and numbers because we need to read 

numbers. Are we not the first recipient of FBI 

in 2023, in the most prosperous year, in 

terms of seatbacks deliverables, Have the six 

main East expressways in Gwadar not been 

developed is the Gwadar Airport not coming 

up next year, which is going to be the largest 

Airport in just by next three years?  

The first flight is going to come on 23rd 

March which is expected. As the Gwadar 

port has not developed the number of Ships 

is not more than what they were in 2013 just 

go to the numbers. And by 2040 how 

Gwadar Port will develop in terms of the 

deeper sleep mode and the number of Ships 

that will be doped in them? Are we not 

talking about the Gwadar Master Plan where 

the eastern part is about universities and 

government tourism, and the western part 

would be about industrial development?  

Now Saudi Arabia is not talking about 

Gwadar, is UAE not talking about Gwadar? 

Our  Prime Minister visits Turkey just 

recently, and they were talking about CPEC 

recently when the Prime Minister went 

again, even to Central Asia they all are 

talking about CPEC and therefore it is 

important for us to know that this time Mr. 

George has just highlighted where 

globalization is coming under stress, where 

regional integration is coming at a lot of 

stress because they find reasons and I will 

not mention who they are but they find 

reasons of blaming globalization and China 

for everything that happens around the 

world.  

COVID would stop globalization because it 

bothers globalization to stop regional 

integration because it is happening because 

of regional intervention all I can say at this 

point is no. Just look at how 800 million 

people have been taken out of poverty by 

China. And this is how we are learning in the 



IICR - National Policy Conclave 2022 
 

socio-economic development, where we are 

thankful to China that they have given us a 

grant of 1 billion US dollars for three years 

and naturally COVID and everything. As 

opposed to discussing what are the 

opportunities that lie ahead of it. I will tell 

you a story. And I will be opening because I 

have written material, but I thought now we 

invited Justin Yifu LIN, who is now the dean 

at Peking University I just mentioned, we 

invited him for 15 days in Pakistan in 2000. 

And I traveled with him across China, and we 

went to all chambers across all provinces.  

No question was asked of him that how what 

sort of investment is coming. All questions 

from me, East India Company coming all 

business no one asked the question, even in 

the government officials no one ask the 

question what sort of investment is coming 

and all China is looking at Pakistan in terms 

of investment. And if you look, here, at the 

speeches that were made during the 20th 

CPC conference. You would understand the 

opportunity line in the health sector, the 

construction sector, the tourism sector, and 

the IT sector. And several other factors, 

including mining where Pakistan has a 

natural economy.  

The challenging part is ahead of us. Because 

government to government is easy you go in 

schools, sign up for your business press is a 

support of the government from the 

challenging part where higher education 

institutions, vocational training, 

government, business community chamber, 

everyone across, the scope has to come 

together and synergize their effort, we have 

to look at out about solution because when 

you do business, at a p2p level, there are good 

businesses, there is bad business, there are 

good people, there are bad people.  

Those will be the challenges. I remember one 

day when I was barraged with phone calls 

there is an ATM and Chinese have spoken 

stolen 200 rupees and CPEC is now in 

danger because somebody has gone to the 

ATM because there are good people and 

there are bad people. And when you do 

business also the fourth happens, our people 

in jail in China for doing things that they 

should not do. And in Turkey, and the rest of 

the countries. So, each time when it is more 

things happen, CPEC is under fire, CPEC is in 

between the end it all started. 

 I remember from String of Pearls, then the 

East India Company and now whether the 

CPEC is slow or fast, we should do more 

research on what is happening on the ground 

and look at the numbers. And lastly, now, I 

will speak on industrial cooperation because 
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as a professional working on economic 

growth projects, I believe that this region, 

and if Mr. George is listening to me, this 

region has traditionally impeded economic 

cooperation within South Asia, which 

remains that these integrated and 

cooperative regions in the world only and 

only because of better politics. I think better 

politics has hurt us more than actually when 

you go to work. And I will tell you how 

poverty is being alleviated through CPEC. 

One Road hub club Dera Ismail Khan Road 

has brought 3.3 billion US dollars of 

Pakistani investment from Punjab to Dera 

Ismail Khan. This is how ruler urban energy 

health and this is how one road health and as 

the Chinese said 5000 years ago.  

If you want to become rich building roads 

and building roads does not mean only the 

infrastructure of tall Plazas and all it also 

means the softer part like the optical fiber 

which we are almost there till Karachi now 

and in the next two years we are going to 

reach Gwadar. The Afghan transit trade has 

actually increased as I speak about Gwadar at 

the end. Globalization has been the defining 

feature of the unipolar world and the global 

economic structure evolved on this basis for 

the last three to four decades, I think the 

challenges of the 21st century I have written 

a lot of literature. I have written literature 

that Pakistan is the buckle of the belt.  

The belt, of course, means the Belt and Road, 

and the One Belt One Road Pakistan is the 

buckle. It does not trust me on this, and 

Chinese or Korean Chinese it more than 

perhaps Pakistan. Even in our recent 

discussion, Peking University, we were 

there before the CPC and industrial 

cooperation, yes, we were slow. Yes, we are 

slow. Yes, we are behind by about two years. 

Because the second target was for 2025, 

which was for bringing in industry and 

bringing b2b. And by 2030, the railway 

project and ML-1 will transform the way that 

we do business, it will transform the way the 

military moves which will transform the way 

we connect and do tourism. But by 2030, 

China is going to have 6G.  

Whereas here and I found on infrastructure, 

we are here when you step out of Islamabad 

and go to the Peshawar, your 4G becomes 3G 

when you reach Peshawar, it becomes 2.5G 

and you go during my district where the 

huge potential of mining lies, it almost 

becomes one. So, this challenge is not 

stopped approval, and of course, 

productivity, I am on the board of at least 

four universities and I teach at Bahria 

University as Associate Professor, I am the 
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advisor for several industry associations 

including some chambers, no product. 

When Ramzan (the Month of Islamic 

Colander) starts, that productivity will go 

down.  

When Eid comes, everybody goes away will 

a crop harvesting freezer everyone knows. 

And this is the challenge we will have 

because there will be no boundary for 

knowledge. There will be no boundary for 

investment where and there will be no 

boundary for people to move from one way 

to another place, when there will be enabling 

environment and wherever they will be 

fulfilled. And then do not blame East India 

Company. Because you go and work in the 

Middle East you go and work in the 

European countries and you worked in the 

USA and of course work in China. Pakistan 

will become a prosperous Pakistan will 

become strong thanks to CPEC and Belt and 

Road Initiative.  

We will have people coming and working for 

us because as project director, I would like to 

have a multicultural team and bring the best 

out of each of them. And of course, helping 

my students and my teams working in 

Pakistan. I would also at the end like to 

mention two things that are extremely 

critical. And I would request all the scholars 

here to clearly invest some time in these two 

initiatives of China.  

One is the Global Development Initiative, 

which has just been announced by China and 

by President Xi Jinping during his speech at 

the 20th CPC conference, and the other is the 

Global Security Initiative. And if you study 

these two initiatives, you find the center of 

gravity, of course, China, but around that 

center of gravity, Pakistan, because in terms 

of global development initiatives, it is called 

green technology it is about bringing in new 

sustainable investment. And Pakistan, of 

course, has suffered so much because of the 

catastrophe that we have had because of 

climate change and environmental 

concerns.  

The global security, because we are the 

champions of security. We take we speak 

about our strategic location so much in 

terms of CPEC in terms of security, that 

sometimes, their strategic location, which is 

where we can leverage the former, which is 

our greatest endowment becomes a 

challenge in terms of security.  

You will have to bring in technology and 

effort to urge my colleagues on technology to 

speak about it more how security challenges 

can be addressed because the last three 
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recommendations first on Global 

Development Initiative (GDI) and Global 

Security Initiative (GSI), which you all 

should study and work on. Second, I would 

request my colleagues from the embassy and 

everyone working on CPEC and GDI and BRI 

we have. 

Because for us it is becoming a challenge to 

attract investors who will travel 

Instructions. Thirdly, I would encourage all 

academic institutions to learn from the 

Chinese way of making the investment, they 

send their scholars first, and these scholars 

go and do research, talk, makes speeches, 

and forums like they, and when they go back, 

they communicate and give a briefing to 

their business chambers, that this is the 

opportunity in Pakistan.  

 In terms of the triple helix model of 

academia, of business and government 

linkages, I think we need to step take a step 

forward, each one of us sitting here, and 

perhaps connect all of us I will end and Dr. 

Azhar spoke about one of the greatest 

Chinese leaders which I have read, It does 

not matter, whether the cat is black or white, 

as long as it catches the mind. And this is now 

our way to go for Pakistan. No other way. 

Stop talking about politics too much. Stop 

talking about the past too much. Talk about 

your future technology SECs China Business 

trade and research in China is the largest 

supporter in terms of foreign. 

Mr. Javaid Iqbal  

It is a very strategic topic as my esteemed 

colleagues have already talked about, not 

only lays the foundation for how Pakistan is 

going to go in the future, but it is very 

essential for the region. Now, I am not going 

to be late on some of the points that have 

already been talked about whether they are 

more on the infrastructure side of the house 

as well. I think I have been put up quite a lot 

by everybody that I am going to speak on 

technology. But before we talk about how 

this economic shift is starting to happen 

globally, the E part of CPEC, the economic 

corridor, let's define what economic 

corridor now really means and how we can 

break down the word, the next generation of 

the economy in these various factions as 

well.  

The way I look at it is that the way physical 

infrastructure used to be the bedrock still is 

in most of our parts of the world as well, of 

leading economies, we are starting to see 

digital infrastructure as the next leading 

frontier as well. Now, if you look at the two 

superpowers right now, US and China, both 
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have their own ways of solving this 

connection problem. Once the world 

dominant two is the more prevalent in the 

way things operate around the world. But 

where China has a very strategic advantage 

is that it sits in the middle of a very connected 

landmass. Now, it is easier not only to build 

physical infrastructure but also digital and 

technology-infused infrastructure as well, to 

enable those economic promises as well. 

Which we think about what these digital 

infrastructures embody and employ the 

other new tenants of a technology-demand 

economy. But what is a technology 

economy? And how this can be part of CPEC 

now is reviewing this document, which is on 

the CPEC dog.gov.pk. Website. It is a 33-

page document, says China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor and the long-term plan 

for it from 2017 to 2030. Interestingly, on 

page 50, there is only half a page for 

technology infrastructure.  

The rest of it did not. Now back in 2017, the 

technological progress obviously was there, 

but not as intense as it has become now. 

Because if you think about how each of these 

talents is built in like one of my colleagues 

talked about a triple helix model, how it 

brings together what the technology 

economy and knowledge ecosystem 

becomes you have your academics, your 

government, and your industry sort of 

jointly working together. And that is where 

the real magic happens in the middle. And 

Pakistan as a country had missed the boat on 

that. Our neighbors have done a fantastic 

job.  

China themselves has done an amazing job of 

bringing 800 million people out of poverty 

through some of these programs. Because if 

you look at how they are building 

technology, the rails of it, which are more 

cloud-centric, for those clouds is computing 

on demand. You do not have to build your 

own infrastructure anymore. Just like 

electricity, you can go to any electric 

provider, and get electricity on demand on 

how much you want and pay for it. Similarly, 

computing with it on with its constructs of 

not just infrastructure, but the platform, the 

software, and the functions, as a service is 

now available. It is like for anyone who 

played Lego when they were younger. It is 

like a Lego slate that is available to you. With 

all the building blocks, you can now start 

building the pieces of it to solve your 

challenges. Now, each of these companies is 

all with their own unique ways it blends as 

well, in Pakistan, because we missed the boat 

on these economic ecosystems that are 

technology focused. Special technologies 

know the authority.  
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Last year in October 2021, was passed as an 

act of parliament, to start playing catch up on 

what we have not done, and to start to bring 

this together. And this is where I believe 

China as part of CPEC can play an integral 

role in there as well. We do see some 

semblance of Chinese technology starting to 

come into the country. Huawei is that we see 

some smaller ones that are more cloud-

centric, that are building the foundation as 

well. Zong is doing an amazing job as a 

Techno provider as well. But a lot more is 

needed. Because if you build the construct of 

an attack economy, you have it, you have 

incubators, you have accelerators, you have 

software houses, you have industrial parks, 

and you have many aspects of research and 

development within universities. Now, 

some of the Chinese universities are already 

partnering with, Pakistan on them as well, I 

have a few that I will quickly talk about as 

well, that have brought together some of 

these technological advancements together. 

But a lot more needs to be done. And the way 

we build these tech ecosystems, they cannot 

be separated from your physical 

infrastructure.  

I was in Gwadar about three weeks ago as 

part of a national security initiative. And 

while I went and saw that the Gwadar had 

some of the pieces that exist now. But I 

believe a lot more needs to be done. I wanted 

to see a lot more. I only saw two cranes. I only 

saw one big building at the airport. Yes, it is 

been built. But if it is not then there is a 

community. But there is a lot more than 

those fishermen want as well. And that is 

where the construct of physical and digital 

needs to take place. I was having a struggling 

time reviewing the policy document while 

sitting in their office because I had to review 

it for governmental things. And I could not 

download it. We do not have that 

connectivity as well. Imagine ships coming 

in, they need that kind of infrastructure as 

well.  

But enough said on that the more we built, 

the more they will keep coming to look at 

Dubai. It went through its ups and downs. 

But now post COVID. They are one of the 

biggest recipients of global investments. And 

that is the model that leaves them with what 

we need to start striving towards and I think 

one of my colleagues also talked about how 

Pakistan can sort of connect with not only 

the Chinese part but as an extension Russian 

part as well. Some of the MOUs have been 

signed, with the Government of Pakistan and 

various entities are MIIT in China. The 

Zhonghu can park there as well. The great 

world China Institute to the Shenyang 

economic technological development area. 
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And interestingly, someone also mentioned 

it is also Google funding.  

Earlier this year, there was an MOU signed 

between the government of Pakistan and the 

Skolkovo Foundation as well. So, think 

about how some of these rails are being 

already laid out. But we need to keep asking 

ourselves that back in 2017, which was five 

years ago, we develop this plan, what is the 

plan to do? Whatever we achieved in those 

five years, systematically that went right, 

and that could be improved upon? How can 

we make technology more than half a page of 

a 33-page document? For that, we need to 

start understanding what this technological 

evolution is starting to do. Because the 

constructs of this also transcend across 

agricultural technology, financial 

technology, educational technology, 

robotics, engineering, etc. Each of these 

China has an ultimate prow zone. And if we 

look at each of our industrial sectors, we will 

start with the agrarian economy. Think of a 

formula that has absolutely no idea how 

much crop that land can produce for them. It 

is what we have the sensors that can allow us 

to help them with that. Think of a doctor or a 

nurse, trying to provide that kind of service 

to people in their own areas. And we have 

solutions and technologies to do that as well 

to begin conferencing, etc. And some of 

these devices that we can even wear 

ourselves.  

Think of banking the country reminisces on 

a romance on why is it people coming to 

Pakistan, we do not need a paper, we need 

solutions that work for Palestine. And China 

can help a lot with that as well, through 

financial technology, inclusion, robotics, 

engineering, so many other aspects that we, 

missed the boat on. Do we need to develop 

skill sets around, and three, we can be part of 

their economy as well? Now think about the 

two, the big fight between the two finances 

of management and service, etc. are on 

silicon chips. Silicon chips are the 

foundation of every piece of computing in 

the world, and every sensor in the world 

going forward, all of these devices in your 

presence are going to have a sensor that is 

when they make data. And Pakistan may not 

have expertise in that area.  

We have 130 million millennials, the youth 

bulge of 60% of our population. They need 

areas to go and embed themselves to be part 

of the global economy. We are happy to be 

the testers. The designers are thinkers of 

those promises as well. And not only for the 

chip design part, not only for the cloud part, 

in which the foundation, but apps. Every 

time I have seen how WeChat is used. It is 
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one of the most beautiful pieces of 

technology. But I only see people in Pakistan 

that communicate with someone in China 

using WeChat. Everybody else uses 

WhatsApp. So, opportunities are limitless in 

every aspect of technology. And not just 

technology as a separate piece of it.  

Technology is an add-on to your digital to 

your physical infrastructure as well as the 

connectivity that started to bring together 

that how just piece of the road healthcare 

economy. I think about the belt between 

Karachi and Gwadar. Think about the back 

between the various aspects of our northern 

areas that do not do the Gwadar region and 

beyond as well. Someone mentioned a road 

to Beijing. Each of these helps us design our 

connectivity and economic progress. But on 

top of that, we also need to ensure that we 

have the cell phone towers and if you have 

the cell phone towers, and if you have the 

connectivity on the phone, you have to make 

sure you have the right apps on them as well. 

Even on the phone side of the equation. 

Some Chinese manufacturers have come in, 

of course, there are a few others as well. But 

a lot more can be done, smartphones, and 

laptop devices, are the places where you are 

going to build not only learning systems, but 

also economic systems. Pakistan right now is 

home to the third-largest freelance economy 

in the world. 

Now, what do our government types, 

including myself take credit for it? But 

interestingly, this was built without any 

government intervention. Its kids were 

access to certain machines had access to 

these apps around the world, whatever they 

start contributing, building websites, 

writing reports, $10 $15 $20 $5 $100, slowly 

and surely, we are solving those problems as 

well with trying to get their money back into 

Pakistan. So, each of these connectivity 

aspects needs to be looked at holistically, not 

only on the commercial side but there is 

another massive need. I just attended 

IDEAS, which is the low or the largest 

defense technology, or Defense Exhibition in 

the region. And it was interesting to see 

China, Turkey, Pakistan, and other countries 

showcase their technological progress on 

machines and guns and ammunition. How 

much of that is smart ammunition? How 

much artificial intelligence are we 

embedding in there? How are we helping our 

Chinese counterparts with those 

technological innovations? How can we 

become those factories for them? These are 

some parts of CPEC 2.0. In the next policy 

document, we need to start thinking about 

and not only put out a document, but I 
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believe that every year, we should also put 

out a progress report on where we are in 

moving that needle across. And with this 

partnership between Pakistan in China in the 

center of the new center of the world. 

Concluding Remarks 

Ms. Pang Chunxue - Deputy Head of 

Mission, Embassy of China 

I am very glad to attend this National Policy 

Conclave with the theme of CPEC’s Defining 

Moment: Prospects and Challenges. I’d like 

to first thank Ms. Sabah Aslam and 

Islamabad Institute of Conflict Resolution 

for this kind invitation. And I would also like 

to take this opportunity to express my 

heartfelt gratitude to the guests and people 

at presence, for your efforts and 

contributions to promoting China-Pakistan 

relations and cooperation. We do cherish the 

roles you play in exploring the ways forward, 

and making CPEC a demonstration project 

for high-quality Belt and Road cooperation.  

One month ago, PM Shehbaz successfully 

concluded his first visit to China after taking 

office. He was the first head of government 

visiting China after the 20th CPC National 

Congress, and was received with premium 

courtesy. During his excellency’s meeting 

with President Xi, President Xi underscored 

that China will continue its fundamental 

policy of opening-up and provide new 

opportunities to Pakistan and the rest of the 

world through continuous development. 

China will further deepen synergy between 

its development strategies and those of 

Pakistan. The two sides will make full use of 

the Joint Cooperation Committee of the 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), 

advance CPEC with greater efficiency, and 

make CPEC an exemplar of high-quality Belt 

and Road cooperation. 

From the embassy side, we are ready to work 

with Pakistani friends to implement the 

important consensus reached by the leaders 

of the two countries. Our two sides shall 

continue to firmly support each other, 

ensure smooth construction and operation 

of current CPEC projects, and create 

incentives for further investment and new 

projects. It is important to expand 

cooperation in such areas as industry, 

agriculture, science, technology and social 

livelihood for high-quality development of 

CPEC.  

As a landmark project of the BRI, CPEC has 

achieved fruitful results, bringing in 25.4 

billion USD in investment, helping to add 

6040 MW of electricity, 886 km of core 
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national transmission network and 510 km 

of highways. Under the promotion of CPEC, 

Pakistan’s energy shortage has been greatly 

addressed, transport infrastructure has been 

improved, and local people have gained a 

large number of employment opportunities. 

Taking Gwadar Port as an example, the 

operator of Gwadar Port, China Overseas 

Port Holding Company, has created more 

than 4,000 jobs for Pakistani people, 

including 3,800 local employees. The 

Chinese-aided East Bay Expressway has 

been completed and opened to traffic, and 

the Chinese-aided new international airport 

project will be completed next year. The 

Chinese-aided vocational training center 

has started recruiting local students. 

Construction of a seawater desalination 

plant in Gwadar is underway. The Chinese 

government has donated a total of 7,000 sets 

of solar energy equipment to the Gwadar 

region. China is also actively promoting the 

export of local beef and lamb to China, and 

helping to plant more trees to build a green 

Gwadar. We are glad to learn that Pakistan 

government plan to set up a solar park in 

Gwadar, and develop the tourism once the 

airport is under operation. We firmly believe 

that with the joint efforts of both sides, 

Gwadar port can become the Shenzhen of 

Pakistan.  

The world today is undergoing major 

changes unseen in a century. As the global 

economy struggles to recover from the 

COVID, it is important for all parties to work 

together to overcome difficulties and 

challenges. China’s path to modernization 

will bring more development opportunities 

to Pakistan in the new era. China will always 

put Pakistan as its priority for cooperation 

and work in joint hands to address various 

risks and challenges at the regional and 

international levels, deepen the China-

Pakistan all weather strategic cooperative 

partnership, and build a closer China-

Pakistan community with a shared future in 

the new era! 

Thank you! 
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RECOMMENDATIONS

CREATING A NEW
ECONOMIC LAYER IN CPEC
FRAMEWORK

Under the umbrella of the CPEC
Long Term Plan (LTP), there are four

designated pillars of cooperation,
including the development of the

Gwadar Port, Energy, Connectivity,
and Industrialization. Considering

the learnings drawn from the
recently held conclave on CPEC

organized by the Islamabad Institute
of Conflict Resolution (IICR), a

technology-specific strategy should
be developed under the CPEC LTP,

which formally adopts the
technology sector as the fifth pillar of

CPEC, thus expanding its remit. 

2. For each of these technological areas,
establish action plans for (a) policy amendments,
(b) human resource development, (d) financing
(incl. private sector), and (e) relocation/scaling
of Chinese industry in Pakistan. A steering
committee should be formed with the inclusion
of all relevant stakeholders to guide this process. 

3. Developing Special Technology Zones (STZs)
across the country, especially inside universities
and technical training institutions. The Pakistani
academia provides a highly fertile, and
untapped, intellectual reservoir for CPEC
cooperation. The academic exchanges between
Pakistan and China should be institutionalized
and increased, in critical areas of research and
development. 

4. Promote technology sector exchanges of
professionals in government, academia, and
industry. Chinese and Pakistani entrepreneurs
shall be given exposure to each other's markets
and encouraged to open offices in their
respective countries. Such organizations shall
hire both Chinese and Pakistani resources at all
tiers to develop a conducive information and
work-sharing environment. 

5. Enabling Pakistani technology organizations,
research institutes, universities, labs, startup
incubators, accelerators, technology parks,
software houses etc. to scale up their presence
in China. Scaling in China will not only allow
diversification of Pakistani tech exports
(currently US/EU centric) but also integrate the
Chinese & Pakistani private-sector, tech
community.

Joint identification areas of the technology
sector for cooperation between China and
Pakistan as the fifth pillar of CPEC. These
areas should be selected based on the
integration of China & Pakistan in the global
value chain, high export potential, inherent
strengths & complementarity of both
countries, futuristic needs, etc. 

Developing modern tech infrastructure in
Pakistan’s Special Tech Zones;
Rolling out 5G communications technology;
Developing a high-end national research
and development ecosystem by connecting
Pakistani R&D institutions with their
Chinese counterparts, facilitating joint
research and knowledge sharing, and work
sharing for emerging technologies to
facilitate the industrialization process;
Investments in leading-edge tech, venture
capital for startups and financing through
Chinese investment banks and financial
institutions;
Joint development of Special Tech Zones
focusing on critical areas like Agritech,
Fintech, EdTech, Healthtech and
Defensetech zones in Pakistan with the
cooperation of sister organizations in
China; and 
Institutionalized upgradation and
standardization of vocational training
institutes in Pakistan, to prepare the
workforce according to the 4th industrial
revolution standards. 
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